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FROM FPHOME WO, 0 B3 6986761

" | .|
" Arreamik  Bob SmythE .

Statement wn East TimQ£

by Iwamurs Shouhachi

United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization
August 13, 1987

ﬁr. Chairman, bistinguished Delegates,

As you know, the Japanase army vecupied Fast Timor, & neutral
country, for three and 2 hals years, from February 1942 unti] the
surrender. I was an army officer in East Timor for two years and four
months, and was engaged in transportation, security, punjtive
operatlons and road coenstruction., I was an indepenudunt platoon
commander and a battalion adjutant statiened mainly in Baucau,
Baquia, and Arianbata,

It is painful to speak today of the sacrifices and burdens
we forced upon the EKast Timorese, a people who had nothing to de with
the war. We ordered village chiefs to mobiligze people en masse for
road construction. And the people, obedient to their chiafs,
gathered at these constrnction sites to work without receiving food
or compensation. Because of Food shortage people died of staprvation
every day. Food for Japanasge soldiers and horses tyo transport
dmomunition were confiscated from the people, and some of the troops

under my command raped Timorese women. Yet after the war, the

Japanese government paid no war reparations tn Eagt Timor, because,

it said, Portugal was not an Allied country.

In 1975 East Tinor at last shed the long years of Portuguese
rule and declared its independence. It thereby exercised its right
of self-determination, a right guarantesd in the Charter of the
United Nations. But immediately following this the Indonesyian
military launched an all-out invasion which has resulted in one of
the grecatest acts of aggression ian recent history, c¢laiming the livas
of up to one-third the population of East Timor.

When I learned of this for the first time two years ago, and
2also of the fact that in spite of great hardships the Fast Timorese
have been carrying on a war of resistance for over a decade., I was
sick at heart and recalled what we had done when we occupied East
Timor during the Second World War. Sad to say, I had spent the forty
years since the end of the war ignorant of what was happening in East
Timor. 1 am deeply moved by the determination of the people of East
Timor, who suffered at the hands of we Japanese in the past, and Wwho
are enduring' so much now in order to achisve their independence,

This is what has brought me here today,

PB1
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I have learned much about this issue from young people in
Japan who support the East Timorese, [ have learned that the hig
powers, because of narrow natiomal interests, close their eyes to the
injustices committed by Indonesia. The newly develaping couwntries of
Africa and the Pacific, on the other hand, support the right to
self-detarmination of the people of Eagt Timor, as do many NGQs and
citizena’' groupg around the world. I can tell you that in Japan. in
April of last year, 75 conscientious members of the Japanese Diet
sent a letter to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations urging
the apeedy realization of peace negotiations that jneclude
representatives of the East Timorese. Since then, some of these Diet
members have gquestioned the Japanese government in the Diet about its
position on the East Timor issue. And last November a Diet Loague on
the East Timor lssue was forwed. S0 although the reaction of the

world community has been discouraging, there is alse cause for hope.

— anma—— 4 — - — p— - ———— —

Mr. Chairman, Oistinguished Delegates, and espercially Indonesians.

! was stationed in Java for five months before going to the
island of Timor, The Japanese army was welcomed there wheraver We
went. The Japanese government told the paople that the war was a
hely war and that it was going to build a Greater ,Fasgst Asia
Co-prOspcrity Sphero, But what did the war really pean? The 18-year
war that began with the Manchurian Incident claimed 20 million Asian
vietime. 1t left 3.200,000 Japanese casualties and a land in ruins.

In order to mobilize the peorle to take part in ihis war of
aggression, it had to be glorified as something nable, At the =anme

~time the Japanese government severely repressed freedom of aparch,
publication., and association. Isn't this exactly what the Suharto
government is doing today in relation to the aggression against East
Timor?

1t never occcurred to the Japanese people who went to setrle in
Manchuria that they were stealing the Manchurian people's land, ner
did Japanese soldiers ever dream Tthat they wefe violating the right
to self-determination cf the Manchurian people. The people who
emigrated to Manchuria as well as the soldiers fighting at the front
came from the poor c¢lass of Japanese society at the time. They were
the people who lost their lives in the war, while those who sent them .
off are alive today and living very comfortably.

What 1 would like to say here is that the people who planned
the war were members of the military alite, particularly strategista
in the Kanto Army. In tha name of "anti-communism"” they ignoraed the

counsel of the League of Nations to withdraw from Manchuria

- ¢ —— " ———— i S — e .o —
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iOct.JQSI). set up a puppet state, (March 1932), and launched an
invasion of China. This is the same as the Suharto regime’'s invasion
and annexation of Fast Timor. And the vary same scorn that the
international community directed at Japan in the 1930s should be
directed at Indonecia now. Has the Japanese Government given such
strong support at the United Nations to the Indonesian invasion
because it has smeen its own past in Indonesia today? This is a
frightening thought. )

Just as with the Vietnam war. and the wars now in Nicaragua
and Afghanistan, the war of independence in East Timor is a war of
aggression committed by a big country against a small country. The
relationships between peoples and states, {nvolving as they do
economic interests, political ties, ideological differences, etec.
are complicated. But waan't the United Nations founded for the
purposge of extablishing a lastingvpeace by people who had lived
through two world wars? Wasn't the principle of celf-detormination
established precisely for the purpose of praventing small nations

from heing trodden on by the interests of large nations?

Tha Japanese governwent has never apologized or paid
reparations to East Timor for what it did there in World War J1: it
should., And if it wants to build real friendship with Indonesia, it
should tell that country: "We know from experience that no country
¢can escape the judgement of history on a war of aggression, Stop
this aggreasion against East Timor now."

Mr. Chairman. Distingnished Delegates,

In November nf last year two Timorese., Monsignor da Costa
Lopes and Mimi Ferreira. came to Osaka and told us of the Fretilin
peace proposal, It ic a very modest and reasonable proposal, and
there is nothing in it that one could find fault with. I believe, as
Ms., Ferreira said, that "Discussions are the only way to solve this
problem.” Settle the East Timor issue nowl Indoneszia, withdraw your
troops now and sit down for peace negotiatiocng with Fretilin! VYou
are a big country with 164 million people; don't trample on the
600,000 people of little East Timor! And let the rest of us roemember
that groveling before the strong while cutting down the weak is the
way of fascism.

Mr. Chairman. distinguished delegates,

Back in Japan I am simply one elederly citizen. but I am
determined never to forget the crimes Japan copmitted in World War
11, and to act on what I have learned frem bitter experience.

Thank ;ou.
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Fast Timor hearing
ignites tragic memory

From JANINE PERRETT in New Yorlk

IN the vast chambers of the
United Nationg yesterday, Mr
: Iwamura Shouhachi's tearful
plea for East Timorese inde-
pendence stood out from the
impassive political speaches.

Tor the last time Mr Shouw
hachi was in the strifs-torn
3 fiation it was a3 4 platoon com-

‘ matider in the decuping Japa-
nese AXMY.

“tn Jepan I am simply one
elderly citizen but I am deter-
mined never to forget the cri-
wes Japan committed in
World War II and to act on
what T have learned from hit.
ter eoxperionce” ho faid
mreaking down into tears.

“It is painful to speak today
of the ascrifices and burdens
we forced upon the East Timo-
rese, & people who had nothing
o do with the war,” the ¢lderly
Japanese man told the UN
hearing on decolonlsation.

“We ordered village chiefs 10
mobilise people en masse for
road consttuction and the
pecple, tbedient to their
chiefs, gathered at these con-
struction sites to wark without
receiving dood oF compensa-
tion.”

— o —
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He said that after the war
the Japanese Government did
net pay war reparations to
Bast "Mimor hecause, it aald,
Portugal was not an allied
country,

After shedding the long
years of Poriuguese rule in
1975, Mr Shouhazhi seid the
indonesian military lsunched
an all-out invasion which “re-
sulted in one of the greatest
acts of ageression in recent
hiatory, claiming the Uves of
up to one-third the population
of East Timaor".

Mr Shoubhachi's memories cf
massacre and starvation i
the bheleagured nation were
rontched by the Preclic repie.
gentative who outined ths
atrocities comamitted agalnst
throe Best Timos villages in
recent years at the hands of
the Indonesian cooupying for-
cfs.

The head of the Fretiiln
oversess misaion, Mr Abilio
Araujo, told the UN hearing of
the cage of ¥lalersk Mutin
where the population plunged
from 1903 paople in August
1983 to only 870, predominan.
tly watnen, today.
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Lpdépendenca support Group Invites Former Army Platoon
Commander to Speak — =

what did Japanuse do in East Timor During the War?

v P

Younyg people fron osaka will hold 2 meeting on the
11th at the Osaka Munigipal Labor Hall in Moxinomiya *o
hear firsthand from a forper Army platoon commandegy about
Japan's World War v1 invasion of East Timor, the %South. Sea
island countxy that was forcibly annexed by Indonesia
twelve years ago. The group supporting independence [ov
‘he islapd wanta to change the position of the Japanese
Covernument . fhe government has never paid wap reparstions
to the Rast Timorese, and to this day supports Indonesia on
thia l1ssue.

The meeting i3 sponsored by the Group in Snlidarity
with Independent Eant Timor, a group made up ol teachers,
students and workers. (Contact pexrson: Monju Mikio)
Iwanuras 5houbachi, 67, @ retired company cxecutive, of
Putaba-cho in Toyonaka city, will speak.

Mr . Twamura landed At Dili, the capital of Bast
Timor, in Now., 1942, a platoon comhander with the 48th Arnmy
division (=some 13,000 troops). He was on the island until
March, 1945 when, with the worsening Wwar sitwation,

he was
franafered. e was assigned to mopping-up operations
against Allied hustralian soldiers and spldicysy of
Portugal. i+he former Sovereign country, as well as=.
construction of roads and other facilitles for wmilitary

purposes.
.ocal village chiefs were used to order masswes of
people 1o mobilize for road construclion. The loecal
people, being submissive, gathered at the work sites,
although foxr the post part they recelived no compensation.
Decausc ©of frood shortages, people died o©f =tarvation almost
every - day. Frod f[or Japanese soldigsre, and
transport ammunition were forcibly cenfaiscated.
the men in Iwanura's platodn raped Timoréese women.
Mr. Iwamura had no contact with FEast Timor after the
war until) two years ago. when he vezd an artlicle
Asahji Shimbun written by a menber of an independeuce
support group in Kure, Hiroshima. He began writing his
friends in the 48th division about the present situation in
Fast Timor, sparking debates amonyg then about Japan's war
responsibility. Mr. Iwanura attended @ public meeting in
November of last Yyear with two Timorese held by the Osaka
independence support group. The present neeting grew put
of the contact made then. '
"although East Timor was a neutral country,”

horzses %o
Some of

in the

says
Iwamura, "Japanese caused the East Timprese a lot of
trouble. 1t's strange that the Japanese government has$
never paid any war reparations. Apnd now, in fact, it is
closing ites eyes o the massacres belng carried out by the
Indopesian army. 1 would be happy if ny modest experience

could in some way help the Timorese now,"

Asahi Sbimbun (Osaksa edition) May 10,1981
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