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Norma Hasson Social.

The Irish have a saying; "The number at your funeral will depend on the weather!" 

The same reasoning applies to holding social events in mid winter. It could not have been a worse morning on Friday 2nd July when we held our 17th Norma Hasson Social at "The Good Earth Hotel". The rain came down in buckets and gale force winds prevailed. This did not stop 31 members and friends who braved the elements to attend and having an enjoyable 3 hours at our get-together. The weather subsided as we were leaving around 2.30 p.m. making the trip home much more pleasant.

The Hasson family was there in strength. It was nice to see Fred & Robyn, Ken & Rhonda and Roy & Kaye sitting together and chatting merrily away. Kaye, as radiant as ever, presented each lady with a pretty orchid corsage, which was very much appreciated. The presentation of corsages is now part of the tradition on this special occasion and we are indebted and thank Kaye and the family for keeping it going.

Doug Hasson, a major in the army, was the only member of the family who could not make it being away on army business in Sydney.

Prior to the luncheon, our evergreen M.C. Len Bagley greeted members and read out a list of apologies which, as the years pass grows larger as is to be expected. President Ray Parry then took over thanking all for coming and wishing all a happy day. A nice luncheon followed and as usual the staff at the Good Earth, who by now has got to know us well, looked after our needs.

The lucky winners of the 'free' raffle were Fred & Robyn Hasson, Dick Darrington, Nellie Mullins, Bernie Langridge, Keith Hayes, Jim Lines and Len Bagley.

Among those who attended was Cyril Ayris, who has been chosen to write our Unit History. Cyril was introduced by Jack Carey and had a few words to say on his plan for the book. Cyril was seated next to Doc Wheatley during the luncheon and probably heard enough from Doc to fill at least half of the book! Only joking of course. Another member long time no see, was Bluey Wilks who came in a wheelchair accompanied by his daughter Kath and son-in-law Stan Smith. It was a big effort for Blue to be present as he is on oxygen for 18 hours a day. Kath said she gave Blue an extra charge so he would be fit for the luncheon. Blue had a ball meeting up with his old mates whilst Stan and Kath settled in with the Hassons to relax and enjoy the proceedings.

Paddy King brought his mother Mary along who also was in a wheelchair. Mary is a marvel. She greets everyone with a smile, gets a bundle of kisses in return, and loves attending our functions. Paddy, a devoted son, is always by her side. And so ended another happy Norma Hasson Day. Each one we have is one less to come but all have been of happy memories and something we can put away and treasure in our memory chest.

Present were: - Cyril Ayris (our guest) Maureen Baker, Len & Betty Bagley, Tony Bowers, Jack & Delys Carey, Dick Darrington, Fred & Robyn Hasson, Ken & Rhonda Hasson, Roy & Kaye Hanson, Keith & Val Hayes, Elvie Howell, Elsie Jordan, Mary & Paddy King, Bernie & Babs Langridge, Jim Lines, Nellie Mullins, Ray Parry, Clare West, Doc Wheatley, Colleen Strickland, Stan & Kath Smith and Fred Wilks.
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