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 VALE JAMES RELTON SMITH NX 15613

Jim's daughter Diane has kindly provided this vale:

James (Jim or Jimmy as he was affectionately known) Smith was born on 28th October 1922 in the country town of Gloucester, NSW, the youngest of 7 children.  His father was a dairy farmer.  At age 12 he moved to Sydney to complete his schooling, which he hated and at 15 joined the workforce.   In the late 1930’s he felt it was his duty to join the war effort and falsified his age to enlist in the AIF in May 1940 at the age of 17, sailing in 1941 on the Queen Elizabeth to Palestine.  In 1942 he returned to Australia and joined the 2/2nd Commandos and trained at Canungra in Queensland.  He then spent time in New Guinea and New Britain.  He was discharged from the Army in October 1945.

In 1946 Jim met and fell in love with Zona Anne Smith but was not allowed to marry her until she reached 19 years of age and so they were married a few days after Zona’s 19th birthday the following year.  In 1949 Jim, along with some friends commenced building the first family home in Normanhurst, a northern suburb of Sydney.  It took 2 years, working every weekend to complete this home where the family lived for the next 10 or so years.  Diane Relton Smith (now Parkinson) was born to Jim and Zona in January 1950 and Gavin Laughton Smith was born on 3 October 1954.  Both Diane and Gavin survive Jim and Zona.  A wonderful family life was had with dinghy sailing and racing on Sydney Harbour for many years.

Jim worked in Sydney, after the war for David Gelatine, in sales.  He then moved on to work in the motor trade for many years.

Jim’s first major battle with illness hit in 1963 when he was first diagnosed with cancer.  This almost took his life but he wouldn’t succumb.

In 1969 we moved to Kieta on Bougainville in the Solomon Island chain.  Gavin remained in boarding school but visited every holiday. Jim ran a trade store for an old mate of his.  This store sold everything from fish and chips, to hi-fi players, to children’s clothing.  It was open from 7am-7pm 7 days a week.  More sailing took place up on the crystal clear waters off Bougainville when time permitted and Jim was made Commodore of the Kieta Sailing Club.  This was a very happy time for the family.  Jim was also one of the people instrumental in helping build the first RSL Club on Bougainville and he ran the two-up each Anzac Day whilst living in Kieta.  Jim also worked for Bougainville Copper for around 18 months, being the Procurement Manager.

In 1977 Jim and Zona returned to Australia, settling in a Brisbane suburb.  They purchased the trade store at the Wacol Migrant Centre and ran that for a number of years – this place had to be seen to be believed!   In 1981 Jim had to overcome a triple bypass which he did in his usual positive style.  

 In 1982 they retired to the Gold Coast and just loved the lifestyle there, enjoyed travelling overseas and having a wonderful time with many great friends and also with Gavin’s 2 children, Emily and Blake.  Zona’s battle with cancer began in 1988 and she suffered terribly over the next 9 years until her death in 1997.  Fortunately she had Jim by her side the whole time and he was a marvellous help to her. During this time Jim had indifferent health himself mainly with heart and lung problems but soldiered on.

In 2001 Jim decided to sell his home and move into the Domain Country Club Retirement Village at Ashmore on the Gold Coast.   He had a wonderful time there, meeting new friends and being the life of the party, never missing a function or his bowls, unless he was too sick to join the activities. 

We would like to mention how proud Dad always was that he had been a part of the war effort. Anzac day was always a special occasion for Dad, who marched almost every year, including this year with medals polished and gleaming.

 He always kept a positive mind and lived life to the full until finally his heart could not hold out any longer.

Our dad, Jim, passed on to hopefully a better place, in the early hours of Thursday 8th July, from a massive heart attack.

Diane Parkinson. 

NB Jim served in No. 5 Section under Colin Doig in New Guinea and in New Britain under Gerry Touhy. Jim was a good soldier who always gave of his best and was respected by his section mates. He was a loyal and generous supporter of the Association and enjoyed keeping in touch via the Courier.

                                       Lest we forget.                 J. Carey.
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Recent Bereavements.
We have lost some near and dear friends since our June Courier, these being: -

Lady Naomi Callinan

widow of Sir Bernard

Edith Luby


wife of Alan.

Val Hancock


widow of Percy

Kath Sargeant


widow of Jack.

Joy Hodson


widow of "Smash" Hodson

Doris Joy


sister of Gordon Chiswell KIA Timor

David Briggs


husband of Heather.

To the families of the above the Association on behalf of all members extends its sincere condolences.

May they rest in peace.
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