Victorian News.

I spent 10 days with Margaret Monk and Don Thompson at Poowong and they treated me like royalty, out nearly every day visiting family and friends and seeing a lot of the country around them. We paid a visit to see Bluey and Mary Bone at Leongatha and had morning tea with them. They had to get back to Lakes Entrance for Bluey to have some chemo treatment. They were both looking well and it was good to see them again. 

I had an invitation to Cath Robert's 80th birthday on the 24th April. It was at her daughter's place in Malvern and all her family were there, daughters from England and Perth and it was a very pleasant afternoon.

Anzac Day. I was the only marcher from the 2/2nd but had the pleasant company of Kevin Broadhurst on the march and he came to the luncheon after the march as he did last Anzac Day. Had a very pleasant luncheon at Eden on the Park, and a very good attendance from the combined commando companies. Present were Mavis & Fred Broadhurst, Cath Roberts and her son Craig, Elizabeth Prior and three of her friends, John & Shirley Southwell, Margaret Monk & Don Thompson and Harry Botterill. It was a lovely luncheon and a very pleasant afternoon.

Jack Fox passed away on May 12th aged 91 years. The funeral was at Russell Bros Funeral Parlour on Monday 17th at Mentone. Mavis Broadhurst, Eddie Bourke, John Southwell and Harry Botterill attended the service. Jack had a great life span. His eulogy from his son Peter covered his life very well. Born at Gambier right through his army life and his retirement years where he had many years of golfing (was a life member at Paterson River Golf Club) and also lawn bowls when he was club champion many times. A truly great champion and a very good soldier as we all know he finished up Lt. Colonel when he left the army on retirement.

I am coping with life pretty well after losing my beloved Olive. It was a great shock at the time - very sudden, but my wonderful family was with me through the worst of it and life must go on. I thank all those who sent me Xmas cards and apologise for not sending mine but I will make up for it next Xmas.

Harry Botterill.
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