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CORRESPONDENCE.

R. Dawson, Casuarina, NT.

Thank you very much for the books of Jim Smailes' poems. Having read Colin Doig's and Archie Campbell's accounts I can see that Jim's poetry is a true reflection of the Company's time in Timor.

I haven't had the opportunity to give Reg Wilson his copy yet but know he will be extremely grateful for Jim's poems and disappointed he cannot replace Colin Doig's book. I presume he is still out in Arnhem Land where his sons operate cattle and croc businesses (his son Joe recently made the news by suffering a second croc attack last week while collecting eggs).

I hope the 2/2nd produce a similar book to that of the 2/4th "Commando". Bookstore owners tell me that military history books are in hot demand, as more people are becoming aware of what was done by whom in WW2. I suppose your members see with pride that lessons learnt in Timor and other areas are still relevant to the training and operations of the modern special forces.

Enclosed are photos of the Stokes Hill wharf and old Darwin railway station area. I pass the wharf each day going to and from work and often think of the 2/2nd departing for Timor and returning to Australia from this point. Can you tell me, did you leave the train at the railway station and then move to the wharf by foot, or did the train carry you to the end of the wharf?

If there is anything in Darwin I can do to help your members please let me know. I have a property just out of Darwin on the edge of Knuckeys Lagoon (Berrimah). I grow mainly mangoes and if any of you members are in Darwin and would like a cold drink or cup of tea or a mango in season overlooking an area of prolific bird life let me know (89 844744 (home) or 89 997793 (work).

Thanks again for the poems and all the best to your Association's members.

Regards, Rick Dawson.

Thank you for your kind invitation to our members to visit you on your property when in Darwin. Ed.

                                                    00000
I. Ronald, Kent, U.K.

What a wonderful surprise to receive the Courier with our photo on the back!

At last the time has come for us to return to London, with very mixed feelings.

We've had a great time in Australia this summer especially in the week of the Safari in Perth. We renewed friendships, and met many nice people.

Margaret and I are very grateful for the care and consideration we had from the Safari committee and the staff of the Good Earth Hotel.

The Safari was a great show and very well organised. The amount of work required ensuring its success must have been awesome.

We both arrived in Adelaide with heavy colds, but were soon over them and are fine now.

I attended the AGM of the Commando Association of South Australia on the 20th of this month (Feb.) Bert Bache and Kel Carthew were among those present. Health support for Veterans was discussed.

We have very much enjoyed our stay in Adelaide where we have many friends and relatives.

With kind regards, yours sincerely, Ian & Margaret.

                                                000000

P. Costello, Nowra, NSW.

By now you will have heard from Paddy Kenneally, at least he assured me he would be writing to you on the night of Jack Keenahan's funeral. It was a sad occasion to meet some old comrades; in Paddy's case some 20 years and even longer in the case of Mal Lindsay. The last time I saw Mal was on a train in Sydney, dressed in Scottish regalia.

Paddy delivered a warm and personal oration that was much appreciated by Jack's family. Paddy's 88 years hasn't diminished his power of recall of past events, places, and people. He looked in fine mettle, apart from a slight limp. Age is taking its toll on all of us.

Sorry to learn Alan Luby and Ron Hilliard have been under the surgeon's knife. Doug Dixon had a hip replacement last year but is back on the golf course I hear. The last time I saw him several years ago, he was in robust good health.

I hit the 80 mark on the 3rd Sept. last year and am in reasonable shape, still playing 36 holes of golf most weeks. Dorothy, unfortunately, is pretty much an invalid and life a continuing battle.

Meeting with Paddy has spurred me into action at last. A donation is enclosed to use as you wish.

Excuse the scrawl. I've inherited a tremor in my right hand, not very good for fluent writing or putting. (my golfing excuse!)

Best wishes and regards to all of the tribe.

Pat Costello.

                                                0000000

M. Broadhurst, Fairfield, Vic.

Please find enclosed money for the photo taken at the Commemoration Service. Fred has had carpal tunnel to his right hand and in two days has the stitches taken out, otherwise all well here.

Regards Mavis.

                                                 000000

B. Devlin, Epping, NSW.

Please find cheque for a copy of the Commemorative photo of the Safari.

Hope you are all well after those hot days and nights. Everything okay here, just getting ready for our Pennant games of bowls which lasts for 6 weeks. Hope we can home with a Pennant flag this year after 3 runners up, keep your fingers crossed for us.

Keep smiling, love to all,

Betty.

                                                 000000

L.O.S. Poidevin, Burnside, S.A.

Thanks for keeping me on your mailing list. I enjoy your Couriers.

I have enclosed a cheque to cover your costs.

Yours sincerely,

Leslie Poidevin.

                                                 000000

J. Cash, Midland, W.A.

It is many years since I wrote to you. I am very touched that you continue to send my copy of the "Courier" with faithful regularity. Thank you, good people so much.

I live in my unit in a quiet corner of Midland. In a matter of weeks I will be 80 years old. Mervyn would now be 85, but he died 11 years ago. Reading the Courier one is reminded how short life is. I am heartened to read of your Safaris and events and how you "keep the flag flying" with your efforts.

My best wishes to you all. Yours faithfully.

Jean Cash.

                                                000000

L. & D. Goodhew, Garbutt, Qld.

Please find enclosed cheque for $75, being for two signed group photos and the $50 for the Courier or whatever. Doreen and I are keeping okay not 100% but okay. We really enjoyed our trip to the Safari and meeting up with old mates was unreal. Some I hadn't seen since 1945.

Wishing all members good health.

Lucky & Doreen Goodhew.

                                                  000000

L. McLaren, Kew, Vic.

Enclosed is a donation to 'the cause'. I appreciate receiving the Courier, thank you very much. I do enjoy the news and recognise many names of chaps Bruce used to speak of. Glad to know so many are still batting on. Kindest thoughts

Lorraine McLaren.

                                                   000000

R. Archer, Toowong, Qld.

Thank you very much for yours of the 2nd instant enclosing the photo. The photographer sure did a very good job and it was very clear.

I've spoken to Ralph and we both are agreed that Paddy Wilby should be made a life member. Ralph will be in touch with you separately shortly. He is moving house again - back to Bribie Island, will give you his new address and phone number. Sheila and Ralph are still keen bowlers and it is great news that their son Mark who has been ill for a long time is well again and back at work.

Have enclosed a copy of 'Winnie the War Winner' as published in a book called "Signals" the story of the Australian Corps of Signals and published in 1944. The general story is much the same as in Col Doig's book but on page 95 he gives the vital answers as "Geo. Parker, Captain, Joan and 94". However, the Signals book reads "Jack Sargent, Corporal, Joan". To add to this it is thought that our Kath Sargeant came into the picture but her name is Kath not Joan. I vaguely remember that some years ago all this was gone into and sorted out, but of course "Happy" Greenhalgh, Don Murray and Harry Botterill would know.

I will try to meet your deadline of the 25th May with first hand news of our mates in North Queensland. Cheers and best wishes to both of you and all members.

Ron Archer & Lyn. 

                                               000000

T. Richards, Latrobe, Tas.

This cheque is for payment for photos plus $50 from Bridget, whatever is over is from me.

God bless, Tex & Bridget.

                                              000000

H. & A. Handicott, Hamilton, N.S.W.

Greetings from a slow letter writer, oh to have some of Paddy's writing senses.

We are having some beaut weather at present, but not for farmers. The water folk are talking about restrictions; we are still getting 25o - 30o during the day.

We must join the rest and congratulate you both and your band of workers for such a beaut Safari. "The Good Earth" was a good eating and sleeping place.

Thank you Jack for the group photo, it should be here soon. The cheque is for it and wherever you want to put the rest.

I haven't decided about going to Sydney for Anzac Day, the Paddington RSL wouldn't be the same without the ferry - we'll see.

Well folks I'll close now and say cheerio to all.

Amyce and Harry.

                                                   000000

K. Wilson, Booker Bay, N.S.W.

It was nice to have a little talk to both of you recently. Also, I'd like to add my 'tuppence' worth to the kudos already expressed to you and your committee for the fine way that the Safari was organised. Not having been to WA before, I loved what I saw, and I was particularly taken up with the beautiful Swan River.

It was also great to meet up with a lot of the chaps who served in Timor, and for various reasons had to leave the unit. It now enables me to put a face to the names I had read about over the years.

Enclosed is a donation and payment for the group photograph.

My lifestyle has altered in the last couple of years. I stopped playing golf four years ago, but I have been lucky to get involved in a senior snooker club in which we play once a week, and possibly twice, if picked to play other clubs on a home and away basis. Also have joined the local TPI as an associate and we go on a coach trip once a month. This is usually a great day, as we always seem to finish in an RSL club for a couple of hours for drinks and lunch. The clubs in this area are very good and cater well for the 'oldies'.

Cheers for now, and I hope all those reading this letter keep on waking up in the morning for a long time to come.

My best regards, Keith Wilson.

                                                     000000

B. Coulson, Buderim, Qld.

Thank you very much for your letter and the photo of the aeroplane, which crashed during the war. It is not the photo I was referring to as the plane I am talking about is a Hudson and has two bodies. The photo that we had for years showed only three men in it, one standing at the back and the other two standing under each wing and it was shot down over New Guinea. I hope this helps. Would you like me to post this photo back to you?

We have had some bad news here, my son-in-law Paul Thompson, who accompanied me to the final reunion in Perth with my grandson and my daughter, has contacted a virus called Guillaim- Barre Syndrome. He became ill on Easter Sunday and was completely paralysed by Wednesday. It took a number of days to identify what he actually had, as it is very hard to diagnose this virus. The paralysis moved through his entire body and is only now coming good. He was very lucky, as he did not have to go onto a ventilator but was in intensive care for over two weeks. He is now in a normal ward in the hospital waiting for a vacancy in the rehabilitation unit where he may have to spend a number of months. 

The only good thing about it all is that he has a 90% chance of a full recovery. I wanted to let you know as he met so many of our members at the reunion.

Hope everyone is well, love and best wishes, 

Bettye Coulson.

                                                      000000

