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Queensland News.

On 30th April, Lyn and I left for our trip to North Qld. We had four days in Gladstone and five in Cairns. After nine days Lyn returned to Brisbane by air while I returned by train with a four-day stop at Townsville, a day at Ayr and two days at Bowen. It was really great to catch up with old mates once again.

LUCKY & DOREEN GOODHEW. Both are really pretty well. Lucky is a bit deaf in one ear and said he was going to get his OBE very soon, so he must be one of our younger members. One of their grandsons is a top Junior "Cowboy" and has played in top junior teams, so in future years look out you top present PRIMOS! Whilst there I asked about Jewell Soper and Doreen rang a number and got her in one try. So later that day I called on her new address and phone number. She said she would like to continue to receive our Courier and was sorry that her Xmas one had not been readdressed.

JEWELL SOPER. Whilst Carlyle Gardens had been very nice she has moved back to where she has always lived and which is near her family. She is 78, has had some years of very poor health but is over the worst and is slowly improving now. She still misses Alan terribly and is very lonely, but I guess that as a grandmother with fifteen grandchildren she would be kept on her toes a bit. Next day her son John, who works where Alan worked, called on me and offered help then and in the future with our 2/2nd Association. He keeps in touch with Bulla and the Shiels, has three children, one a daughter had just married (Jewell's first grandchild married). Jewell's new address is in the change of address section of this Courier.

BULLA & JEAN TAIT. Jean is very well and very active including looking after Bulla. Bulla says that for some time up to 6 months ago he had a continued very bad head. Finally his doctor must have given him a very strong tablet because it stopped the headache but has left him with no energy. He doesn't walk much, can't walk far, and needs the help of a stick. His knees aren't too good, however his conversation is okay, and his mind short term, and long term is as clear as a bell. As a long term follower of ARL he has given it up because the rules have been changed, so follows AFL now. He wants to be remembered to Tony Bowers. They have kept in touch over the years, but hadn't heard from him for a while.

GEORGE & MARGO SHIELS at Bowen are close to 100% healthwise. George has had one cataract done and the other will be done soon. Already his eyesight is a lot better. They must be close to the best of our members who are still very active. They are still very sorry that they were not able to attend our last Safari, but are planning a visit to W.A. in August and most of the time will be spent on W.A.'s North Coast, so any W.A. members who would like to see them you'd better contact them direct and put in your order, George is still very active in the RSL and the Masonic Lodge, plus many community organisations. Their ten-acre farm is just out of town across the local Don River. This river flows mainly under a bed of gravel and sand but in flood the Shiels are temporarily isolated. Their farm has always been a credit to them. It is fully occupied with Bowen mangoes galore and about half is leased to a local small crop farmer. I bought Margo's 1000th book (the last), "Bends in the Road", and she has another 500 on order. It is a really good book, so that anyone who would like a copy you'd better order your copy early. Enclosed is a local write up on George.

Car hire was pre-arranged at Gladstone, Cairns, and Townsville so that we were able to catch up with our mates, relatives, friends, and tourist attractions. At Ayr and Bowen, Bulla and the Shiels showed me over their towns and their local coastal attractions.

RALPH & SHEILA CONLEY have returned to Bribie Island and are both still keen lawn bowlers. Their son Mark, who has been very ill for a long time is now better and back at work.

ALEX VEOVODIN is a lot better again and able to return to his local RSL.

JACK & BERYL STEEN. Jack's eyes are much improved since he had the cataract job done but he has to be careful with his "ticker". Beryl had her big operation over two months ago, but the rate of recovery is very slow.

GORDON & JOAN STANLEY are okay. Gordon doesn't seem to get around much any more but Joan has visited their family in Melbourne.

FRED OTWAY  has just finished putting batts in his ceiling and the next job is to paint the house internally. He still plays tennis two or three times a week.

PADDY WILBY had a fall from his engineering experiment in his backyard and hurt the back of a knee. He's making a slow recovery.

Remembrances and best wishes to all members - cheers,

Ron Archer. 
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