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Vale Arthur (Mark) JORDAN WX 9937

Mark passed away suddenly on the 20th April at the age of 83. He was born in Beverley, W.A. on the 15th June 1920. His father Arthur, a horticulturist, and mother Annie, did all they could to give their 5 children a good start in life but times were tough in the W.A. wheatbelt in those days. Mark enjoyed his boyhood days; getting up to his share of mischief but like most youngsters of his generation left school early and found a job to supplement the family income. He was working in Kalgoorlie when he enlisted in the AIF in December 1940.

In 1941 he volunteered for the 'Hush Hush' group and became an original member of the 2/2nd serving in the Timor Campaign 1941/42. Ray Parry recalls that Mark was a good soldier whose sense of humour was a great asset and a big plus in those trying times. Due to illness Mark left the Unit after Timor and for over a year became an instructor in the 1st Australian Commando Training Squadron at Canungra. He went on to join 'Z' Force in June 1944 and where he served until his discharge in January 1946.

After the war Mark settled in Adelaide with his wife May, a South Australian lass, whom he married in 1943. He became a wood machinist by trade in which he excelled, eventually building a home at Paradise, making all his own furniture. He was also a handy gardener and became an expert at pruning and grafting. He then went into the catering business which under his capable hands prospered. His services were much in demand and he often catered for three to four weddings a weekend. Graham, their only child, was born in 1961. For relaxation Mark took up golf and became quite a good golfer. He also enjoyed a game of snooker & billiards.

Mark and May parted company in 1978 with Mark moving to a unit in Nailsworth. He retired soon after his divorce but kept busy doing charitable work. He was also a stalwart of the RSL and was awarded life membership for his service. A good father, he devoted a lot of his time helping his son Graham until he went to live in England in 1990. Mark was a loyal member of the Association and it was through it that he met up with Elsie Wares when she stayed with the Hollows in S.A. in 1984. He met up with her again at the Canberra Safari in 1988 and they married in 1992. They had 11 wonderful years together. He was readily accepted into Elsie's family and loved being with the grand & great grandchildren. Elsie even taught him to play the Kazoo, which gave Mark a lift! A quiet, kind man, his sense of humour was always apparent and he loved to crack a joke. In his last few years he developed just about every conceivable illness, pneumonia, septicaemia, prostate cancer, high blood pressure to name a few. He also had a hip replacement. A nasty fall in the his home shortly after the Safari, resulted in him being hospitalised this, followed by a heart attack, saw him laid up for weeks. He was making good progress when he collapsed in a taxi on his way home from hospital and never recovered.

Graham made a very moving tribute to his father at his funeral. David Wares, Elsie's son and Andy Zorbas, a prominent member of the All Saints Parish in Dianella, spoke in glowing terms of Mark's qualities. A guard of honour comprising Ray Parry (who said the Ode), Bob Smyth, Keith Hayes, Bernie Langridge, Jack Carey, Ted Monk and George Greenhalgh paid their final tribute to Mark. Also present were Val Hayes, Babs Langridge, Nell Mullins and Delys Carey.

To Elsie, Graham and their families, the Association extends it sincere condolences.

Lest We Forget.

Jack Carey.

For Mark.

Where cool mists hang in the valley,

Where sunshine falls on the flowers

Where waves gently lap on the yellow sands

There will he be.

When his loved ones speak together

When his friends remember his name

When children are laughing and playing

There will he be.

All these people he loved, we remember

And the soul of such a man

Must surely gently hover

And while we remember - remain.

Elsie Jordan.
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