06

Vale William Ernest (Bill) TOMASETTI VX 28767

Born 11/9/1918 Died 4/4/2004

Bill Tomasetti was born in Brunswick, Melbourne. He left school at an early age to work in his father's business. Later he completed year 12 by correspondence.

He was an early enlistment in the AIF joining the army in June 1940. He was an original member of the 2/22 nd Battalion. When volunteers from the AIF were being sought for, a special unit known only as the "Hush, Hush". Bill immediately volunteered going to Wilson's Promontory and becoming an original member of what was to become No. 2 Australian Independent Company. 

The Company sailed for West Timor on the S.S. Zealandia on Dec. 10th 1941. From Koepang the Company less "B" Platoon sailed for Dili in Portuguese Timor 17th Dec. 1941. Bill, a Staff Sergeant, returned to Sparrowforce H.Q. in Koepang and landed back in Dili only a few days before the Japanese landing on the 19/20th February 1942. He rejoined the Company H.Q. at Railaco bringing with him 10,000 pounds for the Company coffers.

When HQ moved from Railaco in late February 1942, he organised 27 Timor ponies to transport the company's ammunition, spare weapons, and explosives to beyond the Glano River. On 2nd March he, Paddy Wilby, and an English speaking Javanese soldier accompanied Capt. Callinan to Dutch Timor to determine what the position was there. At Laeores in West Timor, two Dutch priests informed Capt Callinan that the Australians in Koepang had surrendered on February 23rd 1942, and as yet there were no Japanese in Atambua.

Bill next took two horse loads of explosives to Atsabie bound for Capt. Callinan up near the Comoro River, planning a raid on Dili Airfield and the destruction of 10 Japanese aircraft. The C.O. Major Spence vetoed the raid.

Bill and Ron Kirkwood led a patrol of Portuguese known as the International Brigade, which included Julie Madiera, Fernandos Alfresco and Alfredo da Santos to the Comeira Village, just East of Dili about the 21st or 22nd May 1942.

Returning from there on May 24th during the hours of darkness, they walked straight into a large patrol of Japanese occupying the Hera Saddle. Julie Madiera shot the guard. Fernandes, who had a club foot; was thrown from his horse and captured by the Japs. He was later executed. Bill, Ron, and the others broke clear and later rejoined the Unit. Julie and Alfredo stayed on with 4 Section.

Bill returned to HQ where he spent the rest of the Timor Campaign being active with the pony teams. He did not go to New Guinea with the Unit. He was with the 2/27th battalion in the Ramu Valley, where he became seriously ill and was invalided home. He was later classified as "B" class and was discharged from the AIF in April 1946.

Post war Bill joined the Department of District Administration of Papua New Guinea. There he was educated at A.S.O.P.A. at Mosman, Sydney. He worked his way through from cadet Patrol Officer to District Officer. He went to Brisbane where he attended University of Queensland (B.A. Hons.); he studied at London University U.K.1960-62 and obtained a Diploma of Community Development.

He was seconded to the University of Papua New Guinea as Dean of Students 1967-72 and for teaching to the Administrative College (Port Moresby) 1963-67 and again from 1973 retiring as senior lecturer from the latter institution in 1978.

Bill settled in the Blue Mountains. He translated P. Lawrence's book "Road Belong Cargo" dealing with cargo cults (1964) into "Talk Pidgin" which was published in 1986.

He joined the Labour Party for a time and was a founding member of the Rainbow Alliance. He was a member, and for a period of time President of the Upper Blue Mountains Conservation Society.

He was external consultant for a number of Papua New Guinea students attending the Hawkesbury Agricultural College of West Sydney University and joined as a concerned citizen of this institution for more than a year.

He also served on the area Health Board of the Upper Blue Mountains.

There is far more of his post retirement activities. It can be taken for granted Bill Tomasetti spent his post war life serving people both in Papua New Guinea and here in N.S.W. Bill was a loyal and generous supporter of the Association and made a number of contributions to the Courier including one on Garoka in 1959 which Colin Doig later included in his book "A Great Fraternity".

There were representatives from all sectors of the community at his funeral service and all speakers spoke glowingly of Bill's service to the community in Papua New Guinea and Australia.

To his wife Friedgarde, his sisters and family we extend our most sincere sympathy in their loss. Rest in peace Bill, in your beautiful mountains, mountains that were part of most of your life. 

Lest We Forget.

Paddy Kenneally.
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