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Vale Howard Glen MARKS SX 17401.

Howard passed away peacefully at the Helping Hand Nursing Home in Adelaide on the 14th March 2004 at the age of 83.

He was born at Kadina, a town on the Yorke Peninsula, South Australia on the 10th July 1920 to George & Phoebe Marks, being one of a large family of 4 boys and 3 girls. His father worked in the copper mines at Moonta and when the mines were flooded in 1924 the family moved to Adelaide. Howard attended the Thebarton High School and enjoyed his school days. Like a lot of youngsters in the depression years he left school at 14 and obtained a job at Popes. In 1935 the family moved to Barmera on the Murray River in the Riverland district and leased a 5 acres vegetable block growing potatoes, onions, peas, and tomatoes with the aid of their large horse Prince. It was a good life. Howard became an apprentice carpenter and was qualified as a fully-fledged carpenter when the war started. He enlisted in Feb 1942 and joined the Unit at Laramah in December 1942, going on to serve in the sapper section in the New Guinea Campaign in 1943/44. "Carl" to his sapper mates, Howard was a good soldier and was well respected in his section. He later transferred to the 2/5th Field Company and saw service in Balikpapan. On his discharge in March 1946 he returned to Barmera and took up his old trade. 

In 1947 he married Dawn Fisher and they settled in Loxton, a town 15 kilometres south of Barmera where he obtained a 25-acre property then known as fruit salad blocks under the War Service Land Settlement Scheme. He and Dawn went on to spend the next 49 years there during which time they raised a family of 6 children - 3 boys and 3 girls; Susan, Andrew, Richard, Geoffrey, Jane (dec'd) and Gillian. Howard and Dawn worked long hours to make a go of things and eventually Howard began a small carpentry business to supplement the family income. He was a good tradesman and a community minded man. He served on the Loxton North Primary School Committee and was involved in building a swimming pool, the first in S.A. country areas. A man of principle he refused to spray his citrus crop with Malathion because he believed in natural predators.

Howard was a good mate of Bob Williamson another old Unit sapper. Bob said he and Howard attended our first Safari in Melbourne in 1956 and in later years made trips to Victoria for brief breaks. Bob has happy memories of times spent at Howard's property helping gather the tomato crop. In the early nineties Howard bought another block. In 1996 he decided to call it a day and moved to Adelaide. He and Dawn attended the 1998 Safari in Canberra and it was nice to meet up with them. Howard always enjoyed the Courier.

Life was not kind to Howard in his latter years. He developed Alzeimers, which was tragic for a good man who enjoyed life in the outdoors and the company of his family and friends. The last two years of his life were spent almost entirely in a wheel chair and in bed.

He was buried in his old hometown of Loxton. A large crowd attended his funeral service at the local Anglican Church.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Dawn and the family.

Lest We Forget.
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