2/2 Independent Trust.

Sister Guilhermina of Canossian Sisters, Balide finally received her shipment of donated goods, which left Keith Hayes garage eight months earlier.

Our Trust aid to East Timor retracted following withdrawal of free shipping, freight and poor security.

The East Timor Administration is severely restricted. It has insufficient income to cover the cost of handling and distributing donated goods. Increasing tariff and handling charges are now at rates strongly resisted by the country's benefactors. Frequently goods finally cleared give evidence that too many workers supplement their meagre take home pay at unacceptable levels.

One of Australia's most respected voluntary organisations with a record of many millions of $s of voluntary aid to East Timor is believed to consider closure of all activities.

VEGETABLE SEEDS.

An increased level of quarantine control alerted us to the possibility of charges not previously experienced. Our communication to the Minister of Agriculture attracted a reply referring us to the Minister for Finance and Infrastructure.

Unfortunately the Minister has been deeply involved in vital negotiations with our Foreign minister, Alexander Downer. A resolution is sought to the Timor Sea gas potential which is most critical to the East Timor economy. The recent announcement by the Woodside Shell consortium spokesman that their huge Sunrise Timor Sea potential development would stall unless a resolution is determined within 6 (now 4) weeks, does not improve our chances of an early reply from the Minister.

We are going down another track.

Meanwhile Australians are not the flavour of the month in Dili. Nevertheless, "Viva Timor Lorosae".

Bob Smyth

Independent Trust Fund.
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