14

Loyalty Plus.

After the August Push by the Japanese, there was still considerable movement of their troops. One such movement was a force of 4 or 500, which moved south from Dili to Maubisse. It was expected that from Maubisse the Japs would move towards Ainaro, which would necessitate their movement through the Same Saddle, south of Maubisse.

8 Section with Lieut. Burridge, took up a position on the saddle in a deserted native village directly overlooking the road which the Japs would use. It was an excellent position for an ambush providing the Japanese did not learn during their long winding march up towards the saddle, that there were Australian troops in position.

It was a long wait for the Australians and many sightings of the Japs were made as they rounded sections of the winding road.

What happened next is worth recording as it demonstrated the incredible loyalty of such a big percentage of Timorese towards the Australians. We all watched and waited for the Japs to turn round the last bend in the road and directly into our line of fire some 70 or 80 yards away. Suddenly a loan Timorese appeared at the corner. He was wearing the usual lepa but on his head was an ordinary felt hat similar to those worn by many Australian men in 1942. We watched him with trepidation. Would he inform the Japs that we were just up there about 100 yards away. No, he removed his hat and made a sweeping gesture of friendship to the Japs.

The ambush was carried out successfully and some 30 or 40 Jap soldiers were killed. The local Timorese later told us that the tally was 50, but they generally exaggerated figures. There were no Australian casualties.

John Burridge.

Ed: If you have memories of similar incidents please pass them on to our author Mr Cyril Ayris.
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