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Northern New South News.

I would like to commend my fellow 'Goat and Camel Express' Ralph Conley on his article in the September Courier, 'MATES', a very good article indeed and where would we have been without our mates. I sometimes think the Mr Jack system has taken over and then something comes along. Like recently in our little community we had a Walk for Life and raised $65,000! Quite wonderful and back comes your Jack again.

Russ Blanch is still going pretty well and gardening as usual. Says his garden is a picture at the moment. Russ still has his turns, diagnosed as small epileptic fits which last for only 10 to 30 seconds. Seems strange, the doctor can't find the cause. Doesn’t stop him giving other people enjoyment with his garden though.

Beryl Cullen is still well and without a doubt is in what is called Rain Shadow, it rains in Kyogle a few miles away and leaves Beryl high and dry. I bet one day Beryl, you'll cop the lot!

Dianne and Julie Cholerton have settled in their new address at Evans Head, only about a block from the shopping area so it's very convenient. It's not a unit as I reported but a small cottage. Dianne over did it a bit in the move and stirred up her arthritis. Is there anyone out there without it? Aren't you lucky?

Ken and Edith Jones are both well and having a pretty good season. Son Chris on the Gold Coast reported 18 inches in 3 days recently. We saw some of the result on TV. It was mostly coastal and didn't get this far down. I think Russ said he got about 4 inches at Bangalow and I got 40 points.

Eric and Lorraine Herd are going along fairly well and still having a hit at golf, as previously reported, too many hits. At 86 it's pretty good mate, to even stand on the 1st tee!

Jack and Beryl Steen are having mixed luck. Beryl is back to her old self but Jack is seeing his doctor more often than he'd like.

Billy Walsh has been going fairly well but had a turn last Thursday and went into a coma. It didn't look good, then on Friday he sat up, and talked to Beryl and family. He is in Kempsey hospital and is best there to take some of the responsibility off Beryl who has nursed Bill for the last couple of years. (What did Ralph Conley say about wives and partners?)

Tom and Jean Yates started on their trip to Townsville as previously reported but were unlucky enough at Hervey Bay to have Jean take ill on Fraser Island and have to be air lifted to hospital. It was eight minutes from take-off to set down Tom said. It was the smoothest ride he's ever had. They're back in Kyogle now and Joan has to have medical attention. Tom is to have a hernia done on the 27th January.

Tom reckons helicopters beat the DC 3s as experienced in New Guinea.

Nola Wilson I caught Nola just as she got in from a pony club celebration at Gilgandra. Nola has given the Zone Chief job away but still keeps in touch with the local club. She is quite well and they're having a pretty good season there. It's terribly patchy and as I write the TV Weather reports pretty good rains in Western NSW.

I had a good three weeks with Harry Sproxton in October. Met up with a few good people and was especially pleased to see 'Chook' Fowler looking so well. I think he's our oldest member next to young Rolf Baldwin from Geelong. Bless you all and all the best to everyone for the Festive Season.

I'm off to Melbourne for Christmas and the kookaburras will have to fend for themselves. My drongo has left me for cooler climes.

Regards, 'Happy' Greenhalgh.
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