Vale B.T.C. (Bruce ) Smith VX 60643.
In early January a letter was received from Mrs Faith Smith of Wodonga advising of the death of Bruce some 15 months earlier. Bruce was 78 at the time of his death.

As in other instances of a member passing we know little of Bruce's civilian life. We do know he served in No. 2 Section A Platoon as an original and would have been the youngest member of the Section. He would probably have turned 18 while on Timor. Tony Bowers, Peter Campbell, & Joe Poynton, his 2 Section mates were naturally shocked and saddened to learn of his death. All said Bruce was a game soldier and stood up to the rigours of the Timor and later the New Guinea campaigns well and was hugely respected in A Platoon. He also was a good boxer and could look after himself in the ring.

It is understood he had an Ampol Service Station on the Princess Highway at Newmerella after the war, which was a good little money earner. Tom Nisbet an executive officer with Ampol at the time saw quite a lot of Bruce generally to Bruce's advantage. In the mid 80s Bruce and Faith moved to Wodonga. Helen Poynton met up with Faith in Wodonga and said she was a very nice person. No contact was made with Bruce. From what little news we gather, we learned he was a fitness fanatic and kept himself in top condition by bike riding and had a large caravan which he put to good use. In her letter Faith said she was suffering from cancer which must have made her loss very hard for her.

So passed another of our members, the Association extends its deepest sympathy to Faith and family.

Lest we forget.

The Association also extends its sincere sympathy to the families of the following who suffered bereavements recently.

Nancy Costelloe, widow of Paul, East Doncaster, Victoria.

Dawn May, widow of Don of Manning W.A.

Pam Murray, daughter of Don & Ida of Mandurah.

Colin Sproxton, brother of Henry of Wembley.

May they rest in peace.

                                                         00000

