Northern N.S.W. News

News from the NSW North Coast is generally good. Everybody is battling along okay.

Russ Blanch had a trip to Brisbane a week ago. As he tells it: - "I travelled 330 kms for the specialist to tell me to increase my tablet by one half". Russ has been having little epileptic turns for quite some time. They only last from 10 to 30 seconds and he can always tell when they're due to arrive. He's very please he hasn't had any for six weeks or more so maybe the tablets do help.

Russ gets a lot of fun when he goes through the scanners at the airport. He carries a couple of pieces of shrapnel from one of the patrols over the Ramu and has to explain every time he sets the alarms off and they can't find any concealed weapon on him. As Curran would have said - ho ho ho! Russ sends his regards to all.

Ted Cholerton also wishes to be remembered to all. Ted is fairly well restricted to home base and has regular visits from the district nurse. Wife Dianne and daughter Julie take good care of him. Ted uses a walker to get around the home.

Eric Herd at home at Iluka which is across the Clarence River Heads from Yamba and a very pleasant place. Eric and Lorraine are both playing golf regularly. Incidentally I had a report recently where Yamba in NSW and San Diego in the good old U.S. of A. were supposedly having the best climates in the world. I dunno who makes these judgements. No comment. I reckon my place is better than Yamba anyway and I bet everyone reckons theirs is the best! What about the Golden West?

Ken and Edith Jones from Barraba are both well and Ken reports good rain. Since I spoke with him I saw on TV that Tamworth had been flashflooded so I'd imagine Ken got some more. I got some more too. After a very acceptable 3 inches or so since Tuesday night I was talking to Sprocho (Harry Sproxton) last night between 10 or 11 pm and held the phone up so he could hear the rain. I finished up this morning - Monday - with my gauge overflowing at 4 ½ inches so it can stop now thank you!

Jack Steen going alright as he always reports. Never heard him whinge yet. Jack has to have a check up early next month. I hope all goes well mate. Beryl keeps well. I guess all the wives have to. Dunno what you blokes would do without them. God bless 'em.

Billy Walsh is improving after his stroke. I spoke to Beryl and Billy came on and had a few words, which he wasn't able to do on previous occasions. Keep it up mate. Incidentally Beryl is a twin. Her sister now living next door in Kempsey once worked occasionally with me as a telephonist. Stationed at Yamba she would sometimes relieve at Maclean back in the late forties early fifties. Of interest too is that Beryl as assistant to the Town Clerk of Maclean wrote Slim Dusty's first busker's license for a concert at Maclean. His first in a long career. Slim also lives at Kempsey and no doubt Beryl has reminded him of years ago.

Tom and Jean Yates of Kyogle are both well and not long returned from a visit to a son at Mooloolaba which as those of the Maroochydore Safari will remember is close by. I think we visited the aquarium there.

Had a nice talk on the phone to Beryl Cullen who is well and hoping for rain. Hope she got some like mine last night.

I also rang Nola Wilson of Gilgandra just after talking with Beryl last night. She too is well and hoping for more rain. They both send their regards to all.

Before I go and wish you all well don't forget to put some pennies in the Piggy Bank for the November Safari. Time gets away.

Regards "Happy" Greenhalgh.

                                               00000
