New South Wales News.
Between hand and eyes it's becoming more difficult to keep up with the Courier but as long as you can decipher it well and good.

Many thanks to all the well wishers when we had a real "downer" time during the latter part of last year. I'm coping better, using a stick outdoors and still driving locally. Edith managed with many problems during that period but has declined somewhat since.

As with a few others our 60th wedding anniversary came up on the 13th February so we extend our congratulations to all those who have achieved this milestone.

Xmas Lunch Report 6.12.02.

It was a most pleasant day with a couple of surprises. What a delight to see Jean and Pauline English as radiant as ever - the first time we've seen them in years. We hope they will come again.

Maria Hartley has improved since we last saw her. 

June Bennett has not been very well.

We had several apologies through ill health and bushfires.

Edith couldn't make it even though we live the closest.

I guess we've got to accept the fact that age takes its toll.

Present were:- 

June Bennett & daughter, Kevin & Marilyn Birmingham, Colin & Val Holley & sister Muriel, Paddy & Nora Kenneally, Maria Hartley, John "Snow" Went, Verena Jones, Jean & Pauline English, 2/4th Pat Glover& grandson, 2/10th Ted Workman. 6 Div. Cav. 2/10 Cdo. Alan Luby. 

We had a busy time checking on many friends and relatives during the very severe bushfire season, plus drought. Many of the people I tried to contact had been evacuated and Joan Fenwick in particular had kept you and me up to date.

Kath Press's son John and his wife lost their home in Canberra and I'm not aware of any others.

Our youngest daughter Maria was down from Nareeba for 8 days some three weeks ago and spent much time with us. Life on the mango/coffee plantation suits her 'down to the ground' (pardon the pun). She reckons its 'far better that getting BIG money sitting in front of 3 computers in a bank office all day'.

In the meantime our washing machine, microwave and vacuum cleaner all packed up, plus two light switches and a burnt out wire, so the year has not started out well. Still, I suppose it has some good sides - we have some new toys to play with!

Which reminds me - SCHOOL COMPUTERS are WEAPONS OF MASS INSTRUCTION!

 Our local home nurse returned last week obviously quite pregnant- she stopped in her tracks when I made a comment that she had a " NOCTURNAL ADMISSION!" After a few minutes she started to laugh and said, "You're right you know".

Still much unrest in Timor and the rest of the world; we hope there will be a peaceful resolution. I'm not going to join the A.I.F. again!

Best wishes to all,

Alan Luby.

N.S.W. Sick Report.

This is much the same as last issue except that we're all a bit older and some are enduring more aches and pains than others.

As I said to Jack Carey recently, "Aren't we lucky so many have reached ages over the 80 mark and passed into the 21st century".

Sadly we have lost a few more and we extend our condolences to their families who survive.

I'm aware that Paddy has done a Vale on "Cisco" Coles and we were represented at his funeral. I've been in touch with family where possible.

Edith is presently in Manly Hospital for some lasting results.

Better health everyone.

Alan Luby 24/2/02.
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