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Photo: Bob Smyth, the well-deserved recipient of the Order of Australia Medal, awarded to him in the Australia Day Honours.

Robert N. Smyth.

In the Australia Day Honours list Bob was awarded an O.A.M. for "Service to the People of East Timor through the 2/2nd Commando Association Independent Trust Fund".

Heartiest congratulations Bob, from all members and friends of the Association for a well deserved honour. The Trust Fund was launched in the December 1991 issue of the Courier with the objective of assisting the youth of East Timor in the areas of education, agriculture, and sport.

Bob was invited by the then committee to be chairman of the Trust, a position he readily accepted. Now in it's 12th year under Bob's leadership ably assisted by John Burridge, Ross Shenn (since retired) and Keith Hayes, the Trust has achieved a great deal to improve the lot of the East Timorese people. Bob from the very beginning, has worked very hard and despite being confronted with many harrowing and frustrating situations in his dealings with firstly the Indonesians and in recent times the East Timorese Authority, has persisted and accomplished much good. His plan now in operation, distributing vegetable seeds to the people most in need in the mountain regions, is a wonderful idea.

Bob and his small committee are to be commended for their efforts since 1992. It was most fitting that the Government of Australia should recognise and acknowledge this in the 2003 Honours List. Well done Bob, John, Keith, and Ross.
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Dear Members & Friends,

Thank you for your kind words of congratulations following my having been awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the recent Australia Day Honours.

Fellow Trustees, 2/2nd Commando Association members, donors, and particularly the volunteers who in recent years spent long periods in East Timor, are a team who all contributed to a satisfying challenge: a challenge to recognise a debt and endeavour to improve the lifestyle of some of the severely disadvantaged but courageous, indigenous people of East Timor.

I am privileged and honoured to be recognised as a member of that team.

Yours sincerely,

Robert N. Smyth.
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