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 "A Worthy Project". 

As mentioned, at the Australia Day get together where I was introduced to you, that I would send the 2/2nd an update of what is happening at Fuiloro; here goes. 

After I returned from the initial 3 months in 2000, erecting the grain silos, I decided to contact Fr. Jose, to enquire whether I could be of some assistance at the mission again, and if so, could he contact Australian Volunteers International and request my help. This happened and I was given a date of Sept. 2001 to go back to Fuiloro. Whilst awaiting my departure date, I was contacted by a Mr. Kevin Wood, from Victoria, representing Kiwanis International (there motto is " Serving the Children of the World"). Kevin Wood had been in contact with Australian Volunteers International; to ask whether they had anyone interested in going to Fuiloro, with building experience. Naturally I fitted the bill and from there I was sent on a mission (excuse the pun) representing A.V.I and Kiwanis to put into place phase 1, of the Farm Revitalisation, which the Kiwanis had spent a considerable amount of time, putting together a comprehensive plan, to revitalise the farm in every aspect, starting with the construction of a dairy. The dairy was to be the initial project, so as to supply everyone in the nearby villages, especially the children, with essential nutrition, considering the majority of kids have nothing to eat before leaving for school each morning. 

Prior to leaving for E.Timor, I had been sent plans from Kevin Wood, requiring me to supervise the construction of the first dairy ever in E.T. (easier said than done). The idea was to use as many materials that were available; to transform part of the so-called existing dairy into a relatively modern type of dairy, same as used in Australia. During the initial stages of the construction, containers arrived from Melbourne, with components from a dairy, which had been dismantled. So working from photographs and plans, the dairy gradually started taking shape, which included, the actual milking room with worker's pit, vat storage room, machine/pump room, waiting yard and exit area. I was able to recruit a team of workers from a nearby village, and although not everything went according to plan and at times, downright frustrating, these chaps were always able find a way of seeing the funny side of things and keep smiling. Considering these people have nothing and are always concerned where there next meal will come from, they are marvellous, and I became very good friends with them all. 

After approx. 6 months the cattle arrived by ship from Darwin to Com. 

Com is about 20 kms. from Fuiloro and has a very good jetty/wharf and had not been used since the Indonesians had left. The previous night to the arrival of the cattle I had erected portable fencing, the cattle were crated off the ship, approx. 8 per crate, into the yard and onto the waiting trucks, and taken to their new abode. The cattle, which were part Friesian and Bramin, 28 pregnant milkers and 2 bulls, had been raised in Victoria, by the Kiwanis and trucked to Darwin, with two agistment breaks, 6 weeks in Darwin to acclimatise, before sending them to Fuiloro. 

Although I would have liked to have been present, when the first amount of milk, was produced, after the calves had dropped, I had to head home to my family. The dairy was officially inaugurated/opened by Xanana Gusmao in October, with the kids celebrating with a cup of milk and a bread roll. It certainly would have been something to behold. 

Recently I have heard from Kevin Wood, that there has been a four- wheel drive vehicle, with refrigerated compartment, donated and is being sent to Fuiloro, for the purpose of delivering milk to the out-laying villages and schools. 

I hope that I have given the Double Diamonds some insight into recent progress being made at Fuiloro, remembering of course the tremendous amount of help they have received from your organisation over many years. 

Hoping this finds everyone in good health. 

Lindsay (Ben) Bennett. 
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Many thanks for your excellent account of the setting up of the dairy at Fuiloro. I'm sure our members will read it with great interest.

The Timorese people will be forever grateful to you for the help you have given them in recent years.

J. Carey.
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