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The following is the editorial "Paradise" which appeared in the August 1959 issue of the Courier.

This editorial has been brought on by the wonderfully spring weather that has surrounded us these last few weeks. It makes one reflect on the glories of natures and this country of ours in particular. It takes times like these for us to realise how lucky we are to have such a heritage as this marvellous land.

When one reads the daily newspapers and reads of upheavals and riots and civil war that is the portion of other parts of this planet, one has to pinch oneself to realise that what we experience is real and not just an episode from "Alice in Wonderland"or Walt Disney at his best.

When we look around for cause to grumble it is because it is of the latest tax on beer, or tobacco is a bit too high, or that our aged folk are not getting the basic wage or other such minor quibbles that the only word that expresses what we have here is Paradise.

The big point here is, do we really appreciate the wonderful position we are in? Do we do enough to warrant keeping this Garden of Eden inviolate? Are our minor grumbles getting so ingrained that we look to that mystic body, the government, to do all the planning and thinking for us? In a phrase, are we suffering from a surfeit of "The Welfare State"?

There is one Ethiopian in the lumber and that is the slowly but surely rising tide of nationalism and inter-nationalism to our near north. The big question mark is how long can ten millions hang on to this continent in the face of the envious eyes to our north, east and west?

Let us enjoy our paradise but also keep the "powder dry" and have bundles of vigilance with regards to threats from outside. Let us be sure that we have been worthy of the heritage handed down by our forefathers and don’t let posterity point the finger of scorn at the way we handled our legacy.

Since that editorial was written our population has doubled and Australia is a much more multicultural society, which is taking time for some to accept. The world's problems remain the same. War or prospects of war continue unabated and as the late Curley O'Neill wrote, "mankind is inherently insane". Will we ever learn?

As an aging group, we are concerned, not for ourselves but for our children's children and generations yet to come. All we can do is to hope and pray for their future. We are fortunate indeed to have lived in this country and for which we should be eternally grateful to our forbears for having chosen to settle in this great South Land.
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