VALE GORDON (Blue) PENDERGRAST. WX11920.
                       24/2/1922 - 4/4/2003.

Gordon was born in Palmyra on 24th February, 1922, the third son of Harold and Lucy Pendergrast. Gordon grew up living in South Perth. At 16 he joined the Militia and later when World War II broke out was one of many young men who lied about his age to enlist. Gordon, better known to his army mates as "Blue" was very proud to be a member of the 2/2nd Commando's. He served in a number of places including Timor and New Guinea. Last year, he took part in his first ANZAC Day Parade for many years and was astounded by the fact that the crowd was applauding. He later enjoyed a meal and a yarn with mates he had not seen for some time.

Whilst convalescing in New South Wales in 1944, he met Edith Rose Kelly. Five weeks later they were married in Orange, NSW with just three others attending the wedding. After the war ended, Gordon and Edie visited Edie's mother in Tasmania and then returned to Perth, where they lived for a time in South Perth with Gordon's mother. They had been married 57 years when Edie passed away in 2001. They leave two sons Len & Norm, and two daughters Kaylene & Rayna, 5 grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

Gordon was a great storyteller and was renowned for leading people "up the garden path". Even those who knew him well would sometimes still fall for his stories. He insisted he didn't tell lies or stories, he was merely not treating the truth very gently.

A plumber and sheetmetal worker by trade, Gordon moved around with his work, living in Perth then moving to the country at Miling for a while, then back to Perth again. He moved to Collie in about 1957 where he set up his own plumbing business for many years. Later when work dropped off he went away to work, starting at Alcoa Pinjarra when that was just starting up, then moving on to the Pilbara on construction work at places like Newman and Paraburdoo. In the early 70 s he took a permanent position with Goldsworthy Mining in the town of Goldsworthy, where Edie and their youngest daughter joined him.

They really enjoyed the Pilbara lifestyle, Gordon was working very long hours, but when he did have time off they would head for the coast and a spot of fishing. He was a founding member of the Goldsworthy Pistol Club, a sport he really enjoyed. There was a minor setback when their house, like many others in Goldsworthy was severely damaged by Cyclone Amy in 1980 …. But the town was rebuilt and life went on.

Ill health forced Gordon into early retirement at the age of 60. Gordon and Edie settled on Dongara as a good place to retire to and as far south as they wanted to go. They built their first ever brand new home to s design that Gordon had had in mind all his married life. When people asked why they had built such a big house when there was just two of them, their reply was to cater for a growing family and circle of friends who would come to visit. And visit they did …. with many games of pool and lots of time out in the boat fishing or pulling his craypots. Gordon and Edie loved Dongara; they had twenty years there, with great neighbours and many new friends. Gordon again got involved in the local pistol club and other community activities such as delivering their local paper "The Dongara Rag". Gordon had heart and lung problems for many years and when he retired was not expected to live for more than a few years. But modern medicine and a quadruple by-pass surgery gave him a new lease on life. 

Edie was diagnosed with bowel cancer in early 2001 and had surgery in March of that year but because she was so frail chemotherapy was not an option and she was told the cancer would probably re-occur at some stage in the future. It did, and Edie passed away on 31st October 2001. Gordon was devastated by her death.

Shortly after her death, Gordon suffered a minor stroke but recovered enough to enjoy his 80th birthday in Perth with about 80 family and friends in February last year. But another stroke left him too incapacitated to live alone.

Gordon agreed to sell up and move to Perth to be closer to his family. He moved firstly to St. Lucy's Aged Care Facility in Vic. Park until new premises were completed in Joondalup and moved in there two days before Christmas last year.

Just over a week ago, he cam down with another lung infection, which put him back in Joondalup Hospital. During the course of his final illness, Gordon expressed to his family that he had had many years more than he or medical staff had ever expected. He said he has had a long and good life but he was tired and ready to go. He passed away peacefully on Friday evening 4th April, aged 81.

Blue was a highly respected member of the Association and though he spent much of his working life in the country always took a keen interest in Association affairs.

His contribution to the installation of the reticulation scheme in our King's Park Honour Avenue section was immense. The first working bee when the 2" pipes were cut and tapped to take the sprinkler uprights was held at Blue's home on Sunday 28th November 1953. Gerry Green was also a big helper on that day. The pipes and sprinklers were subsequently laid down with Blue, Gerry, Harry Sproxton and Curly Bowden providing their expertise. The scheme was officially opened by Colin Doig early in 1955. Blue was honoured with life membership in 1978. He and Edie were great hosts. Alan and Edith Luby have fond memories of being entertained by them when passing through Dongara.

Blue was a real character, a quiet yet very capable man with a great sense of humour. He took life as it came and was devoted to his family. Not long after he retired in 1982 his doctor gave him three years, such was his poor state of health. Blue beat the odds to last another 18 years, which says a lot for his courage and endurance.

Jess Epps, Don Turton, Jack & Delys Carey attended Blue's funeral service at the Pinnaroo Crematorium on 10th April.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Kaylene, Rayna, Len and Norm & families on Blue's passing.

Lest We Forget.
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