VALE GEORGE ALBERT LIMB COULSON VX74508

                   2/2/1923 - 12/3/2003.

George passed away on Wednesday 12th  March, after several difficult years of failing health. George had with his usual determination survived several heart attacks, but quietly slipped away at Redcliffe Hospital with Bettye and his family at his bedside.

George was born in Melbourne on 2nd February 1923. His mother died shortly after his birth and he would often reflect on his difficult early years as a child. Fortunately his grandparents and uncle took him under their wing which saw George attend Geelong Grammar School until late 1941.

He joined up straight from school for basic training. When the 2/2nd Independent Company returned from active service in Timor, the Unit was reformed and George joined as one of the replacement troops. The Unit was retrained at Canungra and George often spoke of this time as he made many lifelong friends during that time.

His earlier association with Geelong grammar continued as David Dexter was also his old School Captain and Rolf Baldwin (Baldy) was one of his teachers. The Company then served sixteen months (1943-44) in New Guinea mainly in the Ramu Valley, northwest of Lae.

At school George was a fine athlete and could run like the wind, enjoyed rowing and was a strong swimmer. It was swimming a flooded river in New Guinea that George injured his back but it never detracted from his involvement. Unfortunately the injury contributed too many difficult times with his back and neck during the rest of his life.

On returning to Australia the Unit was stationed at Strathpine and once again reformed and retrained. The retraining included a particular tough march (fully loaded) from the camp to Woody Point (Redcliffe) in a day and George's flat feet caused him considerable problems. He was consequently medically downgraded fro "A" to "B" and left the Company before it departed on his final tour of duty in New Britain. George often had a chuckle that he got a service pension for flat and dandruff. Normally medical "B" class troops remained in Australia but not so George. He was sent back to New Guinea until the end of the war as General Robertson's (Red Robbie) driver of his staff car at Lae. He was finally discharged in 1946.

George met Bettye Corbett in 1942 and they married in 1946 while he was still in the army. After several years in Melbourne where daughters Susanne and Judi were born the family moved to Woombye on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland to take up pineapple farming. Their third daughter Robyn was born in Nambour.

We all have our special memories of George but his life was characterised by his willingness to have a go. We were often reminded of the many projects George the bus driver, the taxi driver, the furniture salesman, the fruit shop owner, the farmer, the shopkeeper, the vacuum cleaner salesman found himself and on most occasions Bettye involved. All adventures were undertaken with enthusiasm and characterised by success.

George always loved sport, however his love of sailing saw him competitively sail the smallest sailboat and the largest blue water yachts. His love of the ocean through his sailing, fishing and boating in the Sandy Straits were some of the many satisfying activities that he revelled in.
Apart from the love of his family, his love of the land as a farmer probably ranked only slightly above his love of all things mechanical. Particularly motor cars. His practical approach to life was always evident by his knowledge and craftsmanship with timber and construction materials.

While George and Bettye always had a keen interest in the Association, their attendance at the 1981 Brisbane Safari provided the opportunity to renew old friendships and make new ones. George and Bettye were regular attendees at Association functions and get togethers in Brisbane and around Australia. He loved to travel and spent many months driving all over Australia but was frustrated at the constraints ill health placed on him over the last several years. In February, 80 of his family and friends celebrated George's 80th birthday at the Buderim Tavern. The 2/2 was well represented and George enjoyed being the centre of attention.

In March, George, Bettye and family travelled to Melbourne to keep a promise to Nellie his 105 year old mother-in-law, to place her ashes at rest beside her husbands. The 5 days in Melbourne while tiring, fulfilled George's fond wish to once again visit Melbourne and to once again to see his relatives and friends.

Although George was to be cremated at a private service, word got out and over 100 of his family and friends and 2/2nd mates said farewell to this "lovable larrikin" at Buderim.

George is survived by his wife Bettye, daughters Susanne, Judi and Robyn, 11 grandchildren and one great grandson.

A thanksgiving service for the life of George was held at St. Mark's Anglican Church, Buderim on the 17th March. Gordon Stanley and Ron Archer represented the Association. Although it was a private service the small church was full and a tribute to the friends George made over many years of living in the district. Edna Vandeleur also attended.

George and Bettye have at all times been loyal and helpful members of the Association. Their contribution to the Maroochydore Safari was tremendous.

The Association extends its sincere sympathy to Bettye, Susanne, Judi and Robyn and families on their loss. Lest We Forget.

Ron Archer.

