The 2/2nd.

The No. 2 Australian Independent Company later known as the 2/2nd Independent Company and the 2/2nd Commando Squadron was formed on 11th July 1941. The Unit went on to serve with distinction in East Timor (1941-1942) New Guinea (1943/44) and New Britain in 1945.

Prior to its disbandment in December 1945 in New Britain, a meeting of members was held, at which it was unanimously agreed that an Australian wide association be formed to carry on the traditions of the Unit in peacetime.

The 2/2nd Commando of Australia was thus formed in February 1946, its object being-

1. To encourage and strengthen loyalty to Australia and the British Empire.

2. To maintain the spirit of comradeship among all members and preserve the memory and traditions of the Unit.

3. Where possible give aid to genuine indigent members or dependants of deceased  members.

The original Unit was about 300 strong and in its 4 ½ years of which over 3 years was spent on active service in the three islands mentioned, approximately 600 served in the Company. Now in its 58th year the Association is still on deck although the years have taken their toll and our known membership now totals 122.

We have maintained contact with over 90% of our comrades in arms over this time mainly due to our little newsletter "The Commando Courier" a copy of which is enclosed. 

Besides maintaining its original objectives the Association with support from all State Branches has accomplished a great deal over the years including: - 

1. The setting up of our Honour Avenue Drive in Lovekin Drive, King's Park, which included reticulating the area. An annual commemoration service is held on the 3rd Sunday in November each year.

2. A display of the Units war memorabilia (in perpetuity) in the Army Museum in Fremantle.

3. The establishment of a memorial to the peoples of East Timor in gratitude for the help given to the Company in its struggle against the Japanese there in 1942. The memorial in the form of a wading pool and resting place situated at Fatunaba above Dili was dedicated in April 1969.

4. The setting up of an Independent Trust Fund in 1992 to assist the youth of Timor. Now in its 12th year, through the generosity of our members, over $50.000 has been raised and much good has been done for our Timorese friends and thousands of dollars worth of donated goods has been assembled and forwarded to East Timor by our Trust committee.

5. In August 1987 members contributed $8,000 to send two East Timorese representatives from Australia to plead their case for independence before the Special Committee on Decolonisation of the United Nations in New York to no avail.

6. The Association had always supported the East Timorese struggle for independence and after the Indonesian takeover in 1975 wrote to every Prime Minister from Gough Whitlam to John Howard seeking Government support but also to no avail.

Beside the Courier we have maintained a wonderful camaraderie among all members per medium over our reunions or safaris as prefer to call them which are held every two years in a different state. The first Safari was held in Melbourne in October 1956 and sadly our final will be held in Perth from the 12th to the 18th November this year. It will be a happy and nostalgic occasion.

The writing is on the wall for what has been a fiercely independent and proud Association. We are losing between 12 to 14 members every year now and despite the strong support of our wonderful women folk, including over 140 widows, we cannot expect to keep going forever. Our objective, God willing, is to carry on until 2006, which will mark 60 years as an Association. Wish us luck!

J. W. Carey

Hon. Secretary.

