History of the Museum.

The Army Museum of Western Australia was established at the instigation of the Commander 5th Military District, Brigadier W.D. Jamieson. Originally located at "Dilhorn", an army owned 19th century home situated on Bulwer and Lord Street, Perth, the museum was officially opened on 18th December 1977.

The museum's collection steadily grew throughout the 1980's and 1990s.

Following a rationalisation of Defence properties, the Army Museum was released to Artillery Barracks in Fremantle. It was formally re-opened on 15th August 1995 as part of the State's Australia Remembers celebration.

The museum now boasts seven galleries and numerous outdoor exhibits.

In early 2000 the Artillery Barracks was threatened with being sold; potentially requiring a further relocation of the museum. The threat initiated a strong response by the museum's voluntary staff who mounted an active campaign against the proposal to sell the Barracks.

Receiving wide community and political support the campaign culminated in the Commonwealth Government agreeing in 2001 to hand over the Barracks, and the majority of the Cantonment Hill precinct to the W.A. Government. Under new management, to be finalised in 2003, the Department of Defence will lease back part of the Barracks site. As a result the museum will go on serving the Community from the longest continually occupied military establishment in Western Australia.
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