Editorial.

Sometimes one wonders how often Australian politicians ever give full and competent consideration before making decisions.

Take for instance Philip Ruddock, the Minister for Immigration and Multinational and Indigenous Affairs. Mr Ruddock must have one of the most onerous and worrying jobs in Australia. Not only is he the butt for criticism by the multitude of do-gooders in this country but also bears the illwill poured on Australia by so many "nothing to lose" foreign countries.

Where Mr Ruddock, or perhaps more rightly, the present Liberal Australian Government, has failed to give full consideration to a problem is the current question of 1600 East Timorese refugees in this country who collectively seek the right to remain here. This is a wonderful opportunity to right what is surely a very big wrong.

In answer to the question raised in the first paragraph above we can recall one occasion on which our politicians did give a problem the consideration it deserved. Remember Prime Minister Bob Hawke? After the Tiananmen Square massacre in China in June 1989, Bob Hawke's Labour Government gave special treatment to 20,000 Chinese students at that time studying in Australia. Without wishing to get into a discussion of the merits of the Hawke decision one cannot help but compare the two matters: -

a)  20000 students - Chinese or with Chinese background are given immediate attention.

b) 1600 East Timorese (men, women and children) who seek to remain here but face the usual stonewall of officialdom and complicated procedure.

Some five years ago these 1600 people were given the stern injunction that they must provide, individually, information on their claims for permanent residency. They were told that if they failed to provide such information they had the right of access to either the Refugee Review Tribunal or the Administrative Appeals Tribunal or, in exceptional circumstances might have grounds for review in the Federal Court, the Federal Magistrates Court or the High Court!!
Words fail us! These 1600 family members from what is recognised as the poorest country in the world are given such unsympathetic suggestions of the different and bewildering avenues they could follow. Remember that in one of Australia's darkest hours in 1942 the people of East Timor gave unstintingly everything they could to help those Australian soldiers of whom Winston Churchill said, " They alone do not surrender."

The East Timorese shared their dwindling supplies of food with the Australian soldiers and they shared the danger from the Japanese Military. Many of them were killed by the Japanese.

Is the current attitude of the Australian Government something to be proud of? I think not.

John Burridge.

