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"A Tribute to Tom".

Tom Nisbet commenced his active service career in the 2/2nd Independent Company as the Lieutenant in charge of No. 4 Section of "B" Platoon. When Geoff Laidlaw O.C. "B" Platoon was raised to command of the Company, Tom was promoted to the rank of Captain and O.C. of "B" Platoon.

He was one of the outstanding officers in our Unit and to Mick Morgan and Ray Aitken, his NCO, he was a friend as well as being their immediate superior.

He always had a military bearing and his marching style was unswerving. It slowed only when in the dark of night one of his sentries put a 45 slug through his thigh. His march in front remained regular and purposeful but the pace had slackened.

Tom was a gifted man with an unusual sense of humour and his remarks could sometimes be acidic but since he laughed at himself as well as others he was always forgiven. Any austerity was generally for good reasons.

Tom was the unfailing military man. He was an officer in the Cameron Highlands when war broke out and soon transferred to the AIF.

He remained in the Army Reserve after the war and eventually attained the rank of Brigadier. Those of us who knew him thought it should have been sooner.

I suppose nothing showed Tom in a better light than his contact in Timor with his creado Rupino whom he treated as a younger brother.

Tom was unfortunate in that he lost Beverley at a comparatively early age and to say that he was devastated is an understatement.

No one who met Tom, served with him or under his orders, or knew him as a friend could ever regret the association.

Our deepest sympathy to members of his family.

Ray Aitken.
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