22

The Hon. Phillip Ruddock MP                                                                  2/4/03

Minister for Immigration

Parliament House

Canberra. 2600

Dear Mr Ruddock,

                                                         Re Timor Refugees.

We, the surviving members of that small group of commando soldiers who were cut off on Timor in 1942 during World War II, wish to make a plea for those refugee Timorese who wish to remain in Australia.

We owe our lives to the Timorese and without them we could not have earned an accolade from Winston Churchill when he said, "They alone, did not surrender." Our continued resistance would not have been possible without sustenance - food shelter and continuous intelligence regarding enemy movements had not all these been supplied by the Timorese.

Australia has never honoured the debt owed to these people for their unwavering support of the 2/2nd and 2/4th Commando Squadrons.

The Timorese are a splendid, intelligent people and our country would be the better for more of them becoming Australians.

On another level we would like to point out the Australian will of necessity have close ties with Timor in the years ahead. Contact with the people will only be stronger if our representatives include Australians with Timorese blood and understanding.

We therefore make a formal plea that you Sir, grant your approval to those refugees who want to remain in Australia and become Australians. If you are liberal in your treatment of these people we know that they, and we will be the better for it.

Yours faithfully,

R. Parry.

President.

