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President's Report at 57th A.G.M.  Tuesday 11th March 2003.

Once again it gives me pleasure to present the President's Annual Report touching on events beginning February 2002 and ending January 2003.

The Unit History: Our Secretary, Jack Carey has covered the subject very well through our Courier beginning with an article on the front page of the March 2002 issue. We will carry on collating and gathering text, photos, maps etc. and look forward to the moment when we have it ready for the printer.

Jack Fowler's 90th birthday party was held at the lovely residence of a family member in South Perth. The host and hostess, family and friends did a wonderful job catering for the many guests. A photo of Jack appeared on the back page of the June issue of the Courier with 8 of his old friends of the 2/2nd - it took place some 4 days before Anzac Day 2002.

The Dawn Service at Gallipoli on 25th April last year was again attended by thousands of young people who were drawn to the hallowed ground of Anzac Cove.

The number in attendance was estimated to be 17,000. The pilgrimage to the service on the Gallipoli Peninsular appears to be growing in numbers and interest as the years pass by. That also appears to be the case in Australia - how heartening.

Last year the combined Commando Squadrons marched as one for the first time. President Ray led the march followed by the flag and banner bearers. John Chalwell carried the 2/2nd flag in line with the 2/5th and 2/6th bearers and 2/8th banner close behind.

This year we hope the 2/3rd will have a flag along with the 2/8th. The line of flags will then consist of the 2/2, 2/3, 2/5, 2/6, & 2/8 leaving only the 2/1,2/4, and 2/7th to complete the units that did their training at Wilson's Promontory.

Our Commando Units received a warm welcome from the large crowd lining St. Georges Terrace and William Street, and so ended our 57th Anzac Day, and as secretary Jack Carey wrote in the Courier - what wonderful days they have been!

After the service we adjourned to "The Good Earth" at 195 Adelaide Terrace, Perth. Joining us for 1 hour was the C.O. of the S.A.S. regiment, Lieut.Col. Gus Gilmore, his 2 I.C., Major Grant Walsh, CSM W.O.II Dallas Wilson and Bart Mavrick, President of the S.A.S. Veterans Association.

The C.O. Gus Gilmore and his men had recently returned from a 5-month stint in Afghanistan. It was an honour to have them join us.

The Mildura Safari was a successful, enjoyable and well-attended occasion. On the outside back page of the June Courier the men who took part were featured. We had 18 smiling happy members. The reproduction of the 24 smiling ladies in the September issue was an indication of the enjoyment they too experienced. There is much work accomplished in the planning and organisation of a successful Safari and our thanks go to the organisers of this happy event

On Friday 5th July it was Norma Hasson Day held at "the Good Earth Hotel" formerly the Terrace Hotel. It was well attended. Members of Norma's family were present and the luncheon was enjoyed by all.

By invitation, Secretary Jack Carey and myself attended the S.A.S. 45th Anniversary, Commemoration and dedication service held at St. George's Cathedral, Perth at 1100 hrs, Saturday 27th July 2002.

There were many distinguished guests present - to name a few: - The British and American Consul Generals and their respective wives.

Major General Michael Jeffrey (Former Hon. Col. of SAS)

The Hon. David Malcolm (Chief Justice of WA)

Sir Charles & Lady Court (Former Hon. Col. of SAS.)

Major General Jim Hughes (Former Officer Commanding 2 SAS Sqn. Borneo 1966)

Following the service the congregation moved out to the front of the Cathedral. It was while there I introduced our Secretary to Major General Jim Hughes former O.C. of 2nd SAS Sqn. Jim was a graduate of the Royal Duntroon Military Collage. In 1951 in Korea he was a young lieutenant in B Coy, 3rd Bn. R.A.R. - a fine young officer who had earned the respect of his men.

Following our chat we adjourned to Burt Hall (part of the Cathedral complex) for light refreshments.

On Friday 6th December 2002 our Xmas luncheon was held at "The Good Earth Hotel" - the delightful atmosphere and surrounds of the dining area was most pleasant. The service and catering was as good as ever and the ladies were beautifully groomed as always. It will be a very nice location for the Safari members when they join us later in 2003.

On Sunday 15th December I attended the 25th Anniversary of the Army Museum of Western Australia.

It was a warm morning; seating arrangements were located immediately in front of the museum. Proceedings commenced with the arrival of His Excellency, the Governor General of Western Australia, John Sanderson. After the speeches the Governor unveiled a commemorative plaque. Morning tea followed and the museum was then open for inspection until 4.30pm. 

The museum volunteer staff are to be congratulated for the time and effort they have devoted to the task of making the army Museum a place where the young and their families can view hundreds of items they have never laid eyes on before. Uniformed models of men and women, photographs, maps, personal effects, flags, weapons and Weary Dunlop's exhibition.

Although the museum was crowded with people, they were speaking in hushed tones. At Weary's exhibition they spoke in whispers. One could be forgiven for thinking that we were on Holy ground. Also on display were the crude medical instruments that were manufactured in the POW camps. The exhibition attracted a tremendous amount of interest - a touch of realism that evoked huts, sick men on bamboo beds - that was the hospital.

On behalf of all our members I once again convey our heartfelt thanks to, firstly, - Delys Carey, our editor, for the time and effort she has devoted to producing a Courier each quarter with assistance from our Secretary, Jack.

To Bob Smyth, Keith Hayes and John Burridge Junior for the ever demanding role of arranging shipments to East Timor.For many years they have worked tirelessly to help the children with school requisites and sporting equipment and the host of items to make life more bearable for the young men and women and those that are not so young - they are be commended for what they have accomplished.

I also wish to thank Ray Aitken who has two manuscripts, which will be an invaluable asset to the success of the Unit History prior to and during the campaign in Portuguese Timor. He speaks the Tetum language fluently and I have learned much from him since the decision to go ahead with the story of the 2/2nd Commando.

At our last monthly meeting I congratulated Bob Smyth on being awarded an OAM - on that occasion I did not include the committee - so now I shall make amends for that omission. Bob, on behalf of the Committee and those members of our Association who are present, I congratulate you on your well-deserved award of the "Order of Australia" medal - well done.

On Australia Day the S.A.S. Veterans Assoc. invited the 2/2nd Commando Assoc. to join them at "The House" at Swanbourne to celebrate Australia Day with them, their families and friends. The number of people present would have been close to 200.

It was a wonderful way to celebrate Australia Day. Our Secretary gave me a plaque adorned with our red Double Diamond to present to Rube Shaw, the current president of the SAS Veteran's Assoc. When he had finished addressing the assembled company, I presented him with the plaque on behalf of the members of the 2/2nd Commando Assoc. in appreciation of their Associations friendship over the period of years.

Our 53rd Commemorative Service was held in our Honour Avenue, Lovekin Drive, Kings Park on Sunday 17th November 2002 was the equal of the attendance of 2001. Once again it was a proud occasion for me as president of such a fine Association, my thanks to the people who attended the service, to the members of the SAS Regiment and the Kings Park Board for their help and co-operation on the day.

On a sadder note we have lost 14 members of our Association since the last AGM.

In conclusion I thank our secretary for the assistance he has given me throughout 2002-2003.

Ray Parry,

President.
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