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VALE THOMAS GRANGER NISBET WX11073

Tom was born in Glasgow on the 12th November 1919, the only son of James and Annie Nisbet and had a sister May. His father fought on the Western Front where he met Australian Diggers who influenced him to come to Australia, which they did arriving in Perth in 1922.

The family settled in at East Fremantle where Tom enjoyed his boyhood years. As a youth he adhered to the values his parents taught him. One of these was punctuality which according to his son Ian, Tom was always immutable, intractable, and later on in life down right cranky. On leaving school he obtained a job as an apprentice lithographer with the West Australian Newspaper, his family, having been in the printing business in Glasgow. He also took up baseball at which he excelled. He played for WA in the Claxton Shield competition in 1938/39 & 1947/48. In 1947 he was captain of WA and won an Australian cap. Later he became president of the Australian Baseball Council and a life member of the WA League. He joined the militia at 18; the forerunner of the Citizens Military Forces and so began a distinguished military career.

He enlisted in the AIF early in 1941, by June was an officer in the newly formed No. 2 Australian Independent Company, and placed in charge of No. 4 Section in "B" Platoon under Geoff Laidlaw (The Bull). Tom proved himself to be a top officer and a born leader. His initiative and courage in his Sections first test at Bazartete won him the respect of his men and when the Bull took over the Company later in the campaign, Tom was promoted to captain and assumed control of B Platoon.

He carried on in this role in New Guinea from June 1943 until May 1944 when he was promoted as temporary major and placed in charge of the 2/7th Commando Squadron. In January 1945 he became CO of the 2/9th Commando Squadron with the rank of Major and saw the war out with his squadron in New Guinea. He received his discharge in January 1946 having been mentioned in dispatches and wounded in Timor. A fine record indeed.

Tom resumed with the WA Newspapers after the war and being a very active man took up his baseball again and rejoined the CMF becoming CO of the Cameron Highland Regiment. He was proud of his Scottish heritage, loved the bagpipes, kilts, sporrans, dirks, and other regalia, and was disappointed that none of the family took to playing the bagpipes. He had the honour of serving as the WA Aide de Camp to two Governors General in Dunrossil and Slim. For his contribution to the CMF over many years Tom was made a brigadier and received an Efficiency Decoration and so became "Brigadier" Nisbet to the end of his days.

Tom was a great family man. He married Beverley Scholefield, an Adelaide lass in Perth on the 28th November 1944. They had two sons Ian, Peter and a daughter Margaret. He led his family in many recreational activities and early morning swims and surfing, fishing, crabbing, and prawning in his boat on the Swan as well as bushwalks. Days of which his now grown up family will always have happy memories.

Tom became a member of Perth Legacy in 1953 going on to service Legacy in WA and other states for the next 41 years until 1994 when he was transferred to the reserve list He was also a generous man especially to the RSPCA and Guide Dogs. The family had a long association with training dogs starting with Beverley and later Margaret her daughter. The Nisbet household in Victoria abounded with pets of all description, cats, ducks, white mice, and 4 guinea pigs to name a few. Tom's greatest love was dogs of which he had many. "Bones" who lived to 14 was his favourite and last dog and one that Tom missed greatly when Bones died. He followed Aussie Rules and was a great supporter of the Collingwood Club. 

In 1945 Tom joined Ampol Petroleum in Perth, transferring to Victoria in 1966. He became State Manager in Queensland and Victoria/Tasmania until his retirement in 1981 at the age of 62. Tom was a loyal member of the Association, and was president of the Victorian Branch from 1986-1991 and played a major role in the organising of the Port Phillip Safari in 1988. He was also president and Patron of the Commando Association of Victoria for many years. He made 3 trips back to Timor and never forgot his loyal creado Rupino whom he met up with and helped during difficult times there. He brought Rupino to Victoria for a holiday in the 90's. On learning of Tom's death in April, Rupino now 86 was grief stricken.

The death of his beloved Beverley in 1987 was a loss Tom never really recovered from. In the last few years of his life although he still enjoyed a whisky (Scotch of course), he began to lose his zest for life. He passed away peacefully on the 8th April.

A service for the celebration of his life was held in the John Allison/Monkhouse Chapel on Monday 14th April. Tributes were paid by his son Ian and the North Balwyn Sub Branch before a large attendance of family and friends.

A reading "On a Friend" was read by Bruce Ruxton.

An honest man here lies at rest

As e'er God with his image blest

The friend of man, the friend of truth

The friend of age, the friend of youth

Few hearts like his, with virtue warmed

Few heads with knowledge so informed

If there is another world, he lives in bliss

If there is none, he made the best of this.

By Robert Burns.
One thing can be said for certain is this that Tom made the very best of his 83 years.

Rest in peace Tom.

Lest We Forget.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Ian, Peter, Margaret and families.
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