Pars On People.

Gerry Green was looking forward to catching up with some of his old sapper mates during the Safari but it was not to be. A nasty leg ulcer put a stop to that. Gerry, who was always a tiger for punishment is having elective surgery on both, yes both, knees just as soon as the ulcer heals and his specialist gives him the go ahead. This will probably be early in the new year. Gerry, who is now 87, is not looking forward to his op but is crippled at present and wants some relief from the pain. Good luck Gerry.

Stan & Barbara Payne were booked into the Good Earth for the Safari but had to cancel out when Stan's health deteriorated and he was forced to spend some time in the Merredin Hospital. Stan suffers from Emphysema and when he has a bad attack needs oxygen to get by. This made the trip to Perth impossible. Stan and Barbara have been wonderful supporters of the Association for many years and we missed them during the Safari. Stan has also lost a lot of weight, mind you he is no spring chicken and will be 88 in February. 

On the brighter side Merredin has had a good season for their crops, which is keeping the Paynes and other long time farmers happy. God bless you both.

Ted Monk's health has taken a down turn that kept he and Peg away from the Safari functions. Still it was nice to see them at our Commemoration Service where Ted had a chance to catch up with Bluey Bone and Ed Bourke, old 7 Section mates. Ted was our president during our Busselton Safari in 1994 and was our treasurer for a number of years in the 90's.

Vice president Col Hodson, was another who could not make the Safari. Colin had a left knee operation recently and it was still too painful for him to participate in the Safari activities. Sorry about that Col but I'm sure you will come good in time.

Our popular committeeman Len Bagley was unable to handle his usual role as M.C. for the Safari. Len had a heart attack on the Sunday just three days prior to the start of the Safari and ignoring his doctors advice he and Betty joined in and they took part in all the outings. Given time Len's health will improve. He gets great support from son Gavin and daughter-in-law Pam.

Don Murray who took over the reins when Len had to withdraw did an admirable job as M.C. at the Safari and we are grateful to Don for taking on the role without hesitation.

Jess Epps, who was able to attend our farewell dinner and Commemorative Service, is coming good albeit very slowly. She has been in the Osborne Hospital for many weeks and is looking forward to coming back to the Chrystal Halliday Village in the care section. Jess who was always doing good things when she was in her unit at the village is sure to get special attention there as she has a lot of good friends. Peter, Sue and her family have given Jess wonderful caring support throughout her illness.

Mark Jordan had a nasty fall at home on Thursday 20th November, which resulted in a fractured right wrist and a badly fractured right femur. Following operations on consecutive days, Mark suffered a severe heart attack on Sunday the 23rd, which very nearly cost him his life. Graham, his son flew out from England to be at his father's side. Mark must have a strong constitution as he rallied and had a good day on the following Sunday. The latest progress report is that Mark will continue to improve but faces at least three months in a wheel chair as his right leg will be too weak to stand on for at least that time.

Elsie too has been in the wars. The last straw was when she was bitten on the leg by the neighbour's dog, which she was feeding in their absence. I've heard of biting the hand that feeds you but biting the leg -no! Mark is at present in the Joondalup Hospital but will be home by the time the Courier is sent out. So if you have the time give him a ring on (08) 9249 2689 and wish him well. Cheer up Elsie!

Kath Press is a remarkable little lady. Though able to stay only for a few days during the Safari, she still walked unaided from the Hotel to the Civic Reception at Council House which must have seemed a long way for her. She enjoyed catching up with her old friend Jess at the dinner where they had a good old chinwag. Kath still drives and enjoys life and always been a generous supporter of the Association.

Bluey Bone was determined to go to the Safari despite being under chemo treatment for cancer. Bluey was okay until the second last day on the Mandurah trip when he took ill but he and Mary still made the final night.

A rough trip home did not help things. Their plane was diverted to Canberra for a few hours because of a violent storm over Melbourne and they arrived there tired and worn out at 4 a.m. the next Thursday morning. Blue is now having more chemo treatment but is bearing up well. We should think too of Mary who has had a worrying time. God bless you both.

Two of our WA members Dick and Jim were in a generous frame of mind on the first morning at the Good Earth each paying $15 for their breakfast. They eventually received a refund but it was still a generous gesture on their part. Enough said.

Lois Litchfield, Lyle's widow is an author. Her book "Marree and the Tracks Beyond in Black & White" commemorates the centenary of Marree 1883 - 1983 is very good reading. She presented an endorsed copy of her book to Col Doig when he met up with Lyle and Lois at our Safari in Nuriootpa in March 1990.
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Sick Parade.

As this Courier goes to press we can report that Olive Botterill is very seriously ill with pneumonia. Our thoughts and prayers are with Harry and his family. God bless you, Olive.

Tony Adams reports that Iris who for a time could not swallow and was being fed intravenously, is now able to consume soft foods again, which is good news. Iris is still far from well but is hanging in there. God bless.

To all those members who are not enjoying the best of health and we know there would be many, we wish you improved health in the coming year.
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