Vale Bernard (Peter ) Barden WX 21588

Peter passed away in the Palliative Care Unit at St. John of God Hospital, Geraldton on 6th Nov 2003. He was 82. His brother Monsignor John Barden has kindly provided this eulogy.

Peter was born in Dongara on the 11th July 1921, the fourth in a family of ten to Ernest and Janet Barden. In 1926 the family moved to Mullewa where Peter did his schooling with the Presentation Sisters until he was fourteen. On leaving he got a job with the local newspaper, "The Mullewa Mail" in the printing office. A bright young man, he went on to become the Mails sole employee filling the duties of manager, journalist, typesetter, job printer and running the printing press. Mullewa in the depression years was a sizeable town being an important railway junction linking Perth with Geraldton and Wiluna, and a centre as well of an extensive farming community.

Peter also enjoyed his sport, was a handy cricketer, and played football with the Federals, the local team.

He signed up for the AIF in October 1941 and was called up in April 1942. He was posted to the 10th Light Horse and was not released until 2 years later eventually joining the 2/2nd Squadron going on to serve with the Unit in New Britain. Peter was a willing soldier, well respected and soon settled in with his 9 Section mates. He remained in the army for a time after the war and attained the rank of sergeant until discharge in November 1946.

Peter rejoined his wife Joan whom he married in June 1942 and with their young son Ross they moved to Harvey where he took up a position as journalist and manager of the Harvey and Murray Times. He spent four years there from 1947 to 1950 during which time his second son Rex was born. In 1951 Peter and the family moved back to Mullewa and he recommenced working for the Mullewa Mail where they remained for five years. In 1956 the Mail closed its operations and moved to Geraldton as did Peter. For a short time Peter became the foundation manager of a new weekly newspaper "The Geraldton Sun". Soon after he received an offer to join the ABC as a journalist, which he accepted. He began reading the regional news, which he compiled and read for the first time in October 1956. Over the next thirty years Peter built up a network of correspondents throughout the Mid West along with the business people of Geraldton, until his retirement in July 1986. He was also closely involved with all the sporting clubs and farming groups throughout the region. He was most diligent in attending and reporting on meetings of the Geraldton Town Council and was on good terms with Mayors, Vic Askew, Charles Eadon-Clarke, Lyle Harris, and Phil Cooper. He stood for the Council and was elected for the years 1957/58 but resigned at the request of the ABC. 

His biggest scoop was when he announced to the world the discovery of the Batavia wreck. His sister Eva told him that something of importance was taking place at the Abrolhos, which Peter followed up and obtained a sensational story, this was in 1963.

Despite his very busy schedule Peter also had a long association with the R.S.& L. The League honoured him with a Service award in November 1997 for fifty years continuous service to the League.

He was also the PR officer of the Geraldton sub-branch for forty-two years and was made a life member in November 1980.

In January 1997 he was awarded the Meritorious medal from the National headquarters of the R.S. & League Canberra - a great honour indeed. His reports on the Geraldton sub-branch activities in "The Listening Post" were outstanding and he played a major part in his branch being awarded the Colonel Collett Cup for the best country sub-branch 29 times and the Women's Auxiliary award 33 times.

Peter was a loyal generous and devoted member of our Association from its very beginning and was made a life member in 1971, for the many letters he provided on news of Geraldton members for the Courier.

He along with Paddy Kenneally were by far the best two correspondents we ever had. Those were the days when Bill Drage, Bruce Fagg, Eric Weller, "Nip" Cunningham, and Joe Brand were still with us. Now Peter has joined them. Eric Smyth, who now lives in Busselton, was another Geraldton identity while Tom Foster is the only remaining member.

The tragic loss of Joan, his devoted wife of nearly 61 years, in May of this year was a severe blow to him. Peter, a diabetic, experienced failing health in recent years. He underwent extensive chelation therapy in Perth in 1994 to improve his blood circulation, which was very poor and from then on made the trip to Perth for treatment at regular intervals. During the last months of his life he suffered immense pain which he bore with great fortitude. His ordeal ended on the 6th November. 

Mass was celebrated for his life at St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the 11th November, Armistice Day. At 11 am Mass was suspended and all present were asked to stand. The Last Post was sounded followed by two minutes silence and the Rouse. I'm sure this would have met with Peter's approval. Tom and Mary Foster were the only representatives of the Association at the funeral, but mainly through the effort of Tom our Unit flag was sent up to Geraldton and was draped over the coffin during the mass. It was unfortunate the funeral clashed with the start of the safari; otherwise more members would have attended from Perth.

So passed a good Christian man, a fine man, and a great Australian.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Ross, Rex, Monsignor John, and all members of the Barden family.

May he rest in peace. Lest We Forget. 
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The Association extends its sincere condolences to Tom & Mary Foster on the recent loss of their beloved eldest son, Richard.

Our sincere sympathy also to the Brown family in Victoria on the passing of Thais, widow of David, who died in September of this year.
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