Vale Tom Bateman WX29436

Members will be sorry to hear that Tom Bateman collapsed and died at his home late in the afternoon on Saturday 27th September. He was 81.

His sudden death came as a great shock to his wife Jean and family and his many friends. Jeff, his eldest son, said it might have been caused by a blood clot. Tom had a benign brain tumour removed in 2001 and when it flared up again early this year had further treatment. Tom had been in good spirits and he and Jean had spent a pleasant day together up until he collapsed.

Tom was born in Toodyay, a small town 85 kms Northeast of Perth, on the 6th Dec. 1922 and did his schooling at Northam, a nearby country centre. On leaving school he moved to Kalgoorlie and did odd jobs including working in the mines before enlisting in the AIF in July 1942. Like Peter Alexander he did his share of rabbit catching to get a few extra bob - these were tough times.

Tom went on to serve in the islands with the 2/2nd. Tom, a good soldier, possessed a happy disposition and was well respected by his mates of 3 Section. While on leave in Fremantle early in 1945, he met an army lass, one Jean Middleton, whose parents ran a country store in Kirup, a small town in the Southwest of W.A. They fell in love and married in Donnybrook not far from Kirup in July 1948, two years and 3 months after his discharge. They had over 55 happy years together and raised three sons, Jeff, Michael, Peter (dec.) and daughter Judy. They also had 8 grandchildren.

Tom worked in the Kalgoorlie mines when his discharge came through and in the early 1950s moved North getting a job at the Carnarvon Whaling Station. His next job was driving a polio immunisation van and from there he joined the Public Service as an administrator with the Health Education Council. Part of his job was to discourage people from smoking. At the time he was a heavy smoker himself so he decided to do the right thing and give it up. Tom was a great family man and always found time to have fun with his sons and daughter. Tom and Jean had a lovely five-acre property in Canning Vale for a number of years until it was acquired by the Labor Government of the day. As a result they moved to Argyle Court, Thornlie where they have been ever since.

His big break came in 1968 when he contested the seat of Canning for the Labor Party. It had been a swinging seat for elections held previous to 1968 but Tom won in a canter going on to hold the seat for the next 20 years! He became immensely popular in his electorate working tirelessly for his constituents. To relax he enjoyed playing cricket and lawn bowls.

He was the Party Whip in the Burke Government and was a very good politician. He retired in 1988 at the age of 66. In recognition of his service to his electorate of Canning, a large sporting reserve in the district was named "The Tom Bateman Sporting Complex" in his honour. It is still in an early stage of development and will be a magnificent centre when completed. One section will be the headquarters of the W.A. Baseball Association    - a fitting tribute to a good man who worked so hard for others. In his retirement years Tom was able to spend more time enjoying playing bowls. He was also on the committee of the retired parliamentarians association and still took a keen interest in his old electorate happenings. He liked doing things.

A large crowd attended his funeral at the Fremantle Crematorium including many of his former parliamentary members from all parties. Dave Evans, a former Labor cabinet minister said in a tribute, "His reputation for kindness and the willingness to help anyone at anytime of the day or night made him a friend to all."

Tom was a generous member of our Association and will be sadly missed. 

Ray Parry, Jack Carey, Keith Hayes, Bernie Langridge, Doc. Wheatley, and Bob Smyth represented the Association at Tom's funeral with Ray saying the Ode.

The Association extends its sincere sympathy to Jean and all members of his family.

Lest We Forget.
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