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TRUST FUND NEWS.





FAX to Mr Mike Gallagher,5/8/02.


N.T. Gov. Rep. East Timor.





Dear Mike,  Canossian Sisters' East Timor.


We are most impressed with the possibility of an association with the above organisation and its potential in assisting us by widely distributing vegetable seeds to all villagers.


It may be possible for Sister Guilhermina to send us some detail about her group, which can be relayed to our members.


It is imperative that distribution by village headmen should not favour or reward and not hoarded.


Western Border Area.


4000 packets were distributed by Australian troops while patrolling Lospalos. In years 1998 to 2000 we sent $15,200 of Symonds bulk vegetable seeds to Don Bosco Fuiloro for local distribution.


Each packet is stamped with our 2/2 Colour Patch and the words "F O (gift) "ITA LA HALUHA" - (We not forget).


To support funding for a plan to enlarge distribution over a considerably larger area, we would appreciate feedback of information on areas covered.


Thank you for your assistance,


Regards Bob Smyth, 2/2 Independent Trust Fund.
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FAX to Ms Kirsty Sword Gusmao, 26/8/02.


P.O. Box 3 Dili


Timor Lorosa'e





Dear Kirsty, Keith Hayes completed packing and addressing to you each of the 30 cartons of gift goods as detailed on the list enclosed. Keith delivered them to the Lions International (George Garton) depot at Kwinana to wait transhipment of the container to Dili via Darwin.


There are also a large number of hospital beds, which could fill several containers so a movement date is currently unavailable. The additional 6 cartons, which followed, may be included.


Each and every carton is marked: 


"Alola Foundation," Care Kirsty Sword Gusmao, Phone 451 851 7310


DILI, East Timor.


The Carton number shows on the top right hand corner. For added security - contents do not show on the outside.


Regarding medical equipment, endoscopes, and electrocardiograms, we have since been advised that these items would not have application in East Timor so they were returned.


Your ever-increasing daily activities must surely welcome less of this detail of gift shipments and arrangements. Accordingly could it help if you advised as alternative safe shipping address, contact phone number etc.


The 2/2nd families join in congratulations and best wishes to you and Xanana following the arrival of a brother for Alexandre. Kirsty, we wish you all good health and happiness.


Sincerely, Bob Smyth, Independent Trust Fund.





NB. Cartons include kitchenware, computers, toys, typewriters, sewing machines, mattresses, stationery, sports gear, 1500 prs shorts & pyjamas (cut ready to sew) printers, sewing machines, cotton, needles, zippers etc. 
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The Alola Foundation for Women Survivors.


"Alola" is the nickname of 16 year old Juliana dos Santos of Suai, East Timor.


At the age of 15, Juliana was brutally kidnapped by militia leader, Igidio Manek, at the height of the violent campaign of murder and destruction, which followed east Timor's vote for Independence from Indonesia in August 1999.


On September 6 1999, the southern coast town of Suai was the site of an horrific massacre which claimed the lives of some 200 East Timorese, including priests and nuns. Amongst those murdered was Juliana dos Santos' younger brother, Carlos.


Juliana dos Santos gave birth to a son on 27th November 2000, and to this day remains in a state of virtual sexual slavery in West Timor. Her fate is shared by hundreds of other East Timorese women refugees who were forced across the border by the departing Indonesian military and the militia groups they created and continue to support. Whilst some women survivors of rape and other crimes of war have returned to East Timor, many others continue to suffer at the hands of their captors, and are denied access to the accurate, unbiased information they require in order to make an informed choice as to their future.





The greater freedom of expression and burgeoning of civil society organisations in today's East Timor, has meant that women survivors of rape have begun to speak out about their experiences with courage and dignity. A number of East Timorese Women's groups have taken up their cause, not only for the purposes of ensuring that those responsible for the crimes committed against them are brought to justice, but also to assist them in the often difficult process of social reintegration and the building of their lives.





The ALOLA FOUNDATION is being established to internationalise the issue of East Timorese women victims of rape and other forms of sexual violence, to campaign for justice for individual survivors, to promote greater community recognition of the suffering of the survivors of gender based violence and to raise funds to support the work of indigenous women's NGOs whose mission is to restore dignity to the lives of East Timorese women.


The FOUNDATION will give priority to the support of:


*      Vocational/skills training programs for women


Trauma counselling


Small Loans schemes


Short courses run for and by women


Fun activities (i.e. community parties, self-defence, and creative movement classes) aimed at encouraging laughter, greater self-awareness, and self-confidence.


The FOUNDATION enjoys the patronage of UN Human rights Commissioner, Mrs Mary Robinson, and the support of a board of eminent women. It's Executive, consisting of Mrs Kirsty Sword Gusmao, Ms Milena Pires (Deputy Speaker of the National Council) and Ms Maria Dias, will assess applications for funds, make use of its extensive network of contacts to campaign on issues of concern to East Timorese women, oversee the application of grants and assist its partner organisations to acquit funds received in a manner deemed acceptable to donors.





Kirsty Sword Gusmao - E-mail: mukya@minihub.org


P.O. Box 3,


Dili, Timor Lorosae.
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