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A Link With the Past.





During the recent Mildura Safari I met up with Keith Bryant, a Mildura resident of long standing. Keith said his late father George Bryant spent most of his life in East Timor and was a good friend of Dave Ross of whom an article appeared in our March Courier. On my return to Perth I sent Keith a copy of the March issue which he read with great interest. We understand George was the uncle of our late member Fred Bryant.


Writing to thank me he gave a brief report on his father's life. Keith writes: George Henry Bryant was born in Victoria in 1883. He was educated at the Maryborough State and Technical Schools and joined the railways becoming an engine driver. He worked at Mt. Lyle in Northern Tasmania for a time and in 1909 moved to Dili in East Timor getting a job with Timor Petroleum Concessions Ltd. In 1913 he returned to Australia and married Mabel Etty in the Methodist Church at Newton. Not long after he returned to his job in Timor the first oil showing was at a test well in Aliambata and also at Vessora. In 1927 George brought home 27 barrels of oil for exhibition at the Melbourne Royal Show. The search for oil continued until the end of 1936 when Timor Petroleum Concessions Ltd. called it a day, as operations were proving too costly. George was kept on as caretaker of the equipment.


He became very proficient in languages, learning to speak Tetum, Portuguese and Indonesian fluently. He also acquired a good knowledge of Japanese. George got on well with the Timorese (we all did) and travelled the island extensively.





When Dave Ross arrived in 1940 he met up with George and obtained permission from the External Affairs Dept. to employ him as an interpreter and also on minor commercial intelligence matters.


George was interned with Dave when the Japanese occupied the island in February 1942. Before Dave made his second trip out to our troops with another surrender message he told George he would not be coming back. This was in July 1942. George was held as prisoner until released in September 1945. He was in poor shape after 3 ½ years under the Japs weighing 6 stone (34kg). He was flown to Darwin and after a period in hospital returned to Victoria meeting up with his wife and two sons.


He worked with Ansett for two years in the maintenance section retiring in 1948 at the age of 65.





Dave Ross came to see him many times after the war. Keith said his Dad thought Dave was a wonderful man. George Bryant passed away on 7th June 1961 aged 78. 





Thank you Keith for a very interesting story. Keith's brother passed away in Mildura early this year.


J. Carey.


