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Vale Fred Bryant VX 2913.
Fred's vale was kindly provided by his son Peter who resides in Wheeler Heights, N.S.W.

Fred was born in Richmond, Victoria on the 11th September 1917. Little is known of Fred's early life other than he lost his parents at an early age and spent his youth growing up in Marysville, country Victoria. He was a very keen sportsman in his youth and was a devout supporter of South Melbourne, now the Sydney Swans.

Fred enlisted on the 9th May 1940 and served in Timor and Papua New Guinea. In all, Fred served a total of 1981 days of which over 1400 days were spent overseas. Fred was discharged on 12th October 1945.

In September 1945 Fred married Phyllis in Beaudesert, Queensland and shortly afterwards returned to Marysville where their first son was born. Shortly after the arrival of Peter they moved to Rockhampton where Phyllis's family now reside. The move must have been productive as shortly afterwards their second son Raymond was born. During Fred's years in Rockhampton he owned and operated a very successful catering business.

Around 1954 Fred moved his family to Brisbane where he lived until his death on the 23rd November 2001. Fred continued working in the catering industry until his retirement in the early eighties.

It took a little time for Fred to re-aquaint with wartime friends however he became a participating member through the 60, 70 and 80's and together with Phyllis enjoyed a number of Safaris and many social events. Phyllis and Fred made many friends and they both cherished these friendships greatly.

In 1990 Fred lost his wife Phyllis and this proved to be a very difficult and de-stabilising period of Fred's life. It was only in recent years the family realised the real effect this loss had on Fred. None the less life went on, Fred loving his sport, the mateship of his friends and the love of his family.

Many friendships forged during the war years remained in place until Fred's death. Although not in the best of health during the last 12/18 months, Fred never complained and looked towards the positive. Fred is survived by son Peter and seven grandchildren. Fred lost his other son Raymond in 1995.

Fred's funeral service was held at Mt. Thompson crematorium, Brisbane on the 27th November 2001. He was 84 years of age. It was a great honour to have Ron Archer, Fred Otway and Paddy Wilby in attendance.

Footnote: The 2/2nd Courier was a publication very much enjoyed by Fred. If he read each publication once he read the same publication 12/15 times.

Peter Bryant.

Fred, an original member of the Unit began as a Corporal cook being promoted to a Sergeant on our arrival in Timor. Though small in stature Fred was a lively chap and a top cook (a rarity in the army!) He could knock up a good meal out of next to nothing and did what he could to take the monotony out of the army fare of m & v, bully beef and goldfish (herrings). He served on HQ and with a number of sections in both the Timor and New Guinea campaigns and would have prepared hundreds of meals while he served with us. He enjoyed his beer and was one of those rascals involved in the rum rebellion story. (see Sept. Courier) he was an affable bloke and was well liked by his fellow diggers.

Fred and Phyllis attended a number of Safaris and Fred maintained an active interest in the Association to the end.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Peter and family on the loss of a loved one.

Lest we forget.
