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"Terowie Trouble"
The "sheep" incident at Terowie when the Unit was en route to Katherine in October 1941 has been told many times. This nostalgic account from Colin Doig's article under the title "Historically Yours" is worth repeating.

The late afternoon found us in Terowie, the head of the 5ft 3in. gauge and we were to entrain on the 3ft 6in. line for Alice Springs. We took up temporary residence in the local show ground, a bare expanse of red clay and dust. Some of the lads of  "B" Platoon in their wanderings in the near end of the camp had found a sheep "straying"?

They promptly arrested it for loitering and moved it off smartly to an old tumbled down house. There they proceeded to slaughter it with the aid of a small pocketknife, skinning it in a rough and ready manner. Using some old timber from the tumble down shack they built a big fire and barbecued it. Two officers who were wandering around came on the scene and were quickly offered a chop or two probably with the idea of incriminating as many as possible. The offering was declined and the officers moved off. One a city type said to the other, a cocky in civvy life, "What is the chance of the farmer missing that sheep?" The reply was "Depends on the size of the flock. If a big flock he may never miss it, if a small flock he probably knows it by name." It so turned out the "flock" comprised two sheep.

The local copper was early on the scene with the sheep owner in the morning. It did not take many inquiries to find the culprits. Eric Smyth who was Orderly Sergeant at the time relates what followed.

The day after "The Bad Bold Boys of "B" Platoon", B.B.Q'd the sheep, I was Orderly Sergeant for our transit camp at Terowie. All was quiet until about mid-morning when the 'Local John' called in to see Major Spence. He had a complaint from a local that 2/2nd Independent Company members had killed and B.B.Q'd one of his two sheep and gave a pretty good eye witness description of Pte. Paddy Knight. The sheep owner did not wish to press a sheep stealing charge but expected to get paid for his missing sheep.

Major Spence did not query the accusation; he just asked the Orderly officer to parade Paddy Knight. This was dead easy for the Orderly officer, he just ordered me to parade Paddy Knight in the orderly room forthwith. I had no trouble finding Paddy and on the way back to the Orderly Room I told him the bad news was that the "Grazier" only had two sheep, so they had eaten half his flock, and eye witness had given a good description of him (Paddy). The good news was that no sheep stealing charge would be laid as long as somebody paid for the dead sheep.

The formal proceedings went something like this:

Major Spence to Paddy "Well did you enjoy your B.B.Q. last night?"

Paddy, "Yes Sir, it was very tasty."

Major Spence, "Because somebody now has to pay for it."

Major Spence asked the local John for a valuation and he came up with 2 pounds 10 shillings. Paddy still standing to attention, fairly shuddered so Spence queried it back to "The Law"

"The sheep was a full mouth," said the Local John

"What do you think of that?" said Major Spence to Paddy.

Quick as a flash, Paddy came back with,"Sir, they must have been all gold!"

The resultant laughter dissolved the formal proceedings and Pte. Paddy Knight was officially fined 50 bob.

Things didn't quite end there because Paddy (and I suppose all his mates) was flat broke and could not pay the fine. It was actually Col Doig who "Stepped up with 50 bob to square the local john.
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