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Pars On People.

Jean Keenahan has written to advise that Jack has developed Alzheimers Disease, which makes life hard for his loved ones. Jack has had more than his share of health problems over the years including 5 heart bypasses, which he was tough enough to survive. One of his great loves was fishing which he can no longer do. Jack turned 81 on the 19th February. He turned 21 on the day the Japs landed in Dili - a nice birthday present. He still enjoys a beer or two. Keep your chin up Jean and Jack; our thoughts are with you.

It was nice to hear from Betty Devlin recently. Betty is kept busy with her grandchildren. Her grandaughter Aimie won gold medals in America for skipping and along with another granddaughter, Naomi is in contention for a World Championship in skipping in Brussels later this year. Betty hopes to make the Mildura Safari. It would be great to see you again Betty.

Tom and Mary Foster are well. Tom had a wonderful year on the farm with good yields and top lamb and beef prices and wool on the rise. They intend to motor to Mildura. See you there Tom and Mary.

Mal Lindsay, our old 9-section mate has had a spell in hospital. A man of few words, Mal seems to be battling along okay.

Life is treating the Shiels kindly. In January George and Margo flew to the USA where Margo attended a reunion of her wartime POW friends at San Antonio, Texas. George was looking around for a ten-gallon hat before take off! Margo's book "Bends in the Road," is a good read and is recommended to members.

Hazel Hollow advises that Allan who has shown remarkable courage and resilience is slowing down and rests up most of the time. Your old mates of 4 section, Ray and Charlie send their regards. God bless you both.

Lionel and Elsie Newton of Broken Hill had a very busy 2001, which included trips to London, Singapore and Hong Kong catching up with the family. Elsie described their stay in a cottage in Dorset as sheer magic! Elsie cracked her right kneecap late in the year during which time Lionel proved to be a wonderful nurse. Both are now well and send their regards to all.

Beryl Cullen, Jim's widow, lives on her own on the family property at Kyogle which can get very lonely. Beryl recently joined an indoor bowling group and enjoys the game and the fellowship. She also finds gardening a wonderful therapy.

Jack Steen who has had his share of problems of late retains his keen sense of humour. In his Xmas card he writes, "All my best mates are doctors!" he even calls them by their first name!

Jewell Soper from Townsville is another who has been in the wars, Jewell has had a knee and hip replacement and had trouble with her new hip. She is feeling a lot better. Her main interest is in her grandchildren who are all doing well. God bless Jewell.

Word from the U.K. from Ian and Margaret Ronald. They spent last Christmas at home and intend to be in Australia early this year.  Ian and Margaret look forward to their break in South Australia each year.

Percy McPhee who had his gall bladder removed recently is back home making a slow recovery. Perc, who is 85, has lost a lot of weight but is picking up gradually. Don Turton keeps in touch and sees him regularly. Happy Greenhalgh, his old Sig mate, along with Harry Sproxton, Don and Jack and Delys Carey all spent an hour or so reminiscing with Percy in February. Percy held our attention with interesting stories of his boyhood days. I'm sure the visit did him the world of good. His daughter Colleen, who lives at Kalbarri, is looking after Percy so he is being well cared for. Good luck Perc.

Joe and Helen Poynton have sold their home and bought a new home at Wintersun, which is about 2 kilometres north of where they were. Helen is very happy with the change while Joe is taking time to adjust to the change, which is understandable. Joe still meets up with Tony Bowers and Jim Lines for a beer every Wednesday.

Don Young has been trying for some time to get a place to live in Manjimup, his old home town. Since losing his wife Barbara, Don has been pretty lonely. He finally obtained accommodation at the Moonya Nursing Home at Manjimup and moved there mid March. Don still has three brothers in the area and is looking forward to catching up with them and some of his former old mates. 

Blue Pendergrast suffered a mild stroke shortly after the loss of his beloved Edith. He has been recuperating at his daughter's home in Kingsley, Perth. Tom and Mary Foster, who dropped in to see Blue and celebrated his 80th birthday with him on Sunday 24th February, said Blue looked well. Blue intends to move back to his home at Dongara when he feels up to it.

Blue, a plumber by trade, did a lot of work for us especially when the reticulation system was installed in our King's Park area. He was made a life member in 1976.

It was a joyful, memorable occasion for the Sproxton family when Henry's son, Father Don, was consecrated Auxiliary Bishop of the Perth Diocese at St. Mary's Cathedral on the evening of 21st February. Don, now 48, was ordained at St. Marys in December 1977. Since then he has served as secretary to the late Archbishop Goody and the late Archbishop Foley for over 8 years. He was also a parish priest in the Wongan Hills - Ballidu and surrounding areas for a number of years. Since 1993 he has been in charge of the Mirrabooka parish. His pastoral care for his parishioners and ability as a capable administrator resulted in his elevation to Bishop.

The cathedral was packed to overflowing with some hundreds witnessing the ceremony on a large screen in the lawn area of the grounds.

The family group of Henry, daughter Kerry and grandchildren Stephen and Catherine, brother Colin, close family friend Happy Greenhalgh were in the front pew. Jess Epps, Tom & Mary Foster, Keith & Val Hayes and Jack & Delys Carey also attended.

Everything went off beautifully. Henry, who is far from well, had doubts about seeing the 2 ¼ hour service out but handled it very well. It would have been one of the proudest and emotional evenings in his life, the only regret being that his beloved Thelma, who died suddenly six years ago, was not there with him.

We congratulate the new Bishop and wish him well in his future post, one which carries a lot of responsibility in these trying times for the church and all churches for that matter. We can only hope that Henry will be spared many more years to follow his son's progress. God bless them both.

Lorraine McLaren, Bruce's wife, attended the anniversary dinner organised by the Victorian Branch of the Commando Association, which was held on 13th February. Lorraine said it was a highly successful function with approximately 400 attending. She caught up with John Southwell, Tom Nisbet, Fred, and Mavis Broadhurst. The function marked the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Independent Companies.

J. Carey.
