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 "Caught Out!"
Headquarters moved from Three Spurs to Railaco towards the end of January 1942. The 50 reinforcements, who had arrived on January 20th 1942, supplied the labour force. Railaco was a good spot; a huge thatch covered open shed provided shelter for the men. Tents were erected for officers quarters and latrines dug. The latter for some unknown reason known only to the officers were dug alongside the track coming up from the villages down by the river.

I was digging a slit trench on the opposite side of the track when Major Spence in obvious distress and in a hurry, made for the latrines which were open to view from all sides of the compass. At the same and most inconvenient time, a long line of Timorese women, children and men also appeared from the river villages. Major Spence got up; sat down, got up, and flopped down, "Bondia Tuan" (good day) said the dusky maidens, as they passed the major on his throne, with down cast eyes and expressionless faces. So the Bondias went on from that long line of Timorese men, women and children. I grinned and returned the salutation as I swung the pick and wielded the shovel.

The major sat in contemplation as he inspected the ground at his feet.

Paddy Kenneally, Oct. 1992.
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