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"Memorial Mass with Ashes".
Family members from as far away as Wagga Wagga and Numina in New South Wales and Exmouth in WA, together with friends and representatives of various community organisations, gathered at St. Lawrence's Catholic Church at Bluff Point, Geraldton, on January 21st for a Memorial Mass for Eric Weller.

Formerly of Bluff Point, Eric passed away peacefully at Woy Woy Nursing Home in N.S.W. on October 30th, aged 79 and was cremated there in association with a thanksgiving Mass on November 2nd.

Father Brenton Taylor celebrated the follow-up mass at St. Lawrence's, in the presence of Eric's ashes and army hat. He described Eric as a friendly, no-nonsense man whose community contributions included work in the church hall; a nice man whose lasting gift from God had left a continuing legacy of service among the assembly.

Father Brenton, an army chaplain with the rank of Captain, had earlier praised Eric's community service that included renovation of the old Presentation Convent at Port Hedland, now a boarding house; odd jobs for the Dominican Sisters at Dongara; restoration work on the historic Geraldton building known as "The Hermitage"; as a founding member of the Local Vincent de Paul Society; and Legacy and RSL service that included house maintenance jobs for widows as a retired master builder.

A feature of the Memorial Mass was the participation of family members in several roles including singing, playing the organ, the readings, hymn screening, offertory procession and family eulogy.

In the latter, the youngest of Eric and Margaret's family, Josephine Easton, said she went to work with her father when she was 17. After his initial concern about having a girl on the site, he was determined she would be his first apprentice. She thought he was disappointed when she quit at 18 to get married but he did have her back under instruction and the two of them built her home which was a source of enormous pride.

The only reason she survived Uni was because her parents would come and run the house and look after her children while she studied for exams.

After her mother's demise in 1994 and in accordance with a promise to her mother, she accepted the responsibility of looking after Eric who came to live with her family for eight months. Having promised Margaret he would remarry, Eric married Patricia Sullivan in 1998, and she quickly became a very special person in the family.

Tom Foster paid this tribute: Eric Weller WX 13382, always a quiet achiever. We joined up about the same time, trained together, and eventually served in the same platoon during the Timor Campaign. I feel humbled and privileged on this solemn occasion to represent his wartime unit, the 2/2nd Commando Squadron, whose members convey through me their sincere condolences to his bereaved family, relations, and friends here present

"To share extreme adversity with others is a unique opportunity to observe human nature at its best; we as a unit had that privilege and came to know Eric as a willing, reliable, conscientious and courageous soldier with an unselfish sense of duty and never a complaint."

"Where else would you expect to find the Eric Weller that you all knew, at a time of national peril, other than to be out there confronting such an enemy, pulling his weight, as always, in changing what was regarded as 'Australia's finest hour.'

"Eric was a true ANZAC of the highest tradition and this world will be a lesser place without him."

"Well done Eric, rest in peace old mate, we salute you."

Father Brenton also officiated at the lawn cemetery where Eric's ashes and remembrance poppies were interred in Margaret's grave in the presence of a guard of honour led by RSL and Legacy stalwart Kevin Grey, interspersed with family members and friends.

Having lost their son Tony in 2001, Eric is survived by wife Patricia of Numina, NSW; daughters Patricia O'Donnell of Exmouth, Anne-Marie Baguley of Wagga Wagga, NSW and Josephine Easton of Kelmscott and their families; Tony's widow Graziella and family; 13 "grandies" and five "great-grandies."
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