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'The Infantry Combat Badge"
The Hon. Danna Vale, M.P.                                                                                         30/9/02

Minister for Veteran's Affairs

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence

Parliament House

Canberra. A.C.T.

Dear Minister,

 My letter concerns 'The Infantry Combat Badge' referred to as the I.C.B. I have several pages of information regarding the entitlement and rules associated with the wearing of the I.C.B.

I have been president of the 2/2nd Aust. Commando Assoc. for the past 3 years and served with that unit during WWII.

In 1950 when North Korea crossed the 38th Parallel the United Nations voted to help the South Koreans, I decided to enlist and joined K Force. My tour of duty was 12 months in Korea (1950-51). 

I was on operational duties that entitled me to wear the ICB. On Anzac Day I wear it above my medal ribbons and medals. The men of the 2/2nd Commando are not permitted to wear it, nor are the men of our proud Infantry Battalions. The Infantry and Commando Units during WWII fought long and hard through many tough campaigns.

Some six weeks ago I learnt that only those on operational duties beginning in 1950 are eligible.

The men who were engaged in operational duties in WWII have no Insignia or Badge to indicate that they have engaged the armed enemy in combat.

We were issued with an active service badge, which was to be worn on the lapel; there are many thousands of Australians who were never on operational duties who were also issued with an Active Service Badge.

The men marching on Anzac Day who never experienced operational duties wear the same campaign medals as those who were on operational duties, there is no distinguishing those who fought the armed enemy and those that did not. However the Units who were not on operational duties played a very important part in the success of the war in the South West Pacific.

Prime Minister John Howard was present at the 60th Anniversary of the Kokoda Trail which was telecast on the 14th and 15th of last month. Our infantrymen who fought that terrible campaign are not entitled to wear "The Infantry Combat Badge".

At the time of Kokoda in 1942 the 2/2nd Commando Sqn. were fighting for their very existence in Portuguese Timor.

Along the equator in 1941/42 there was a thin line of khaki that stretched from the Malayan Peninsular through the Netherlands East Indies to New Guinea. New Britain and south to Bouganville and the Solomon Islands. Early in 1942 we stood little chance against the powerful southwards thrusts of the Japanese Imperial Marines, their Army, Navy and Airforce.

I have no knowledge of the people who declared that 1950 would be a satisfactory start date for those entitled to wear the ICB whoever they may be. They apparently considered the task of including the infantrymen and Commandos of WWII a too daunting and expensive one.

Today there are not many of us left. Each association is aware of the men who were on operational duties during WWII and each association would pay for the ICB and distribute the "Award" to the individuals and families concerned whom I firmly believe have more than earned the distinction of being granted permission to attach the ICB which is to be worn on the left breast, centrally placed 1 cm. immediately above the medal ribbons on medals on occasions such as Anzac Day.

Two decades have passed since 1950 when some of the lads said to me, why aren't you wearing the ICB? I had never heard of an ICB. They explained that it was an award for Infantrymen who were on operational duties. I purchased mine from a military memorabilia shop, that was after I had produced my regimental No. and rank plus material related to my military service.

The greater percentage of ex infanteers throughout Australia would be unaware of the existence on an ICB and what it stood for.

There is a handful of members of the 2/2nd Commando Assoc. who have some understanding of the award and that was only after I had explained it to them.

I had been pressing my committee that it was high time we did something about it. At that point in time I was unaware that the qualifying service began in 1950.

There is a clause in the I.C.B. schedule No. 12612 that reads "claims for Eligibility based on service prior to 1950 are to be determined by SCMA.

I appeal to you to give every consideration for the granting of the Infantry Combat Badge to all personnel who were engaged in combat duties during World War II.

R. Parry

President.  

Footnote: 12605. The badge, finished in bronze, is in the form of a bayonet surrounded by a laurel wreath. It is approximately 28 mm wide and fixed to the uniform by means of pins and clutch grips.
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