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Vale Harry Sargent VX 55488

            4/8/1921 - 27/9/2002
Mrs Aynsley Sargent has kindly provided a vale on Harry or Blue, as he was better known in the Unit.

Harry passed away peacefully at Bendigo Hospice on September 27th after a short illness in Mount Alvernia Hospital.

He was buried at the Eaglehawk Lawn Cemetery on October 1st.

Harry was born in St. Arnaud on the 4th August 1921, one of eight brothers, his mother died when the youngest brother was only a few months old, his father then raised the boys.

Harry went to primary school at Marnoo, Halls Gap and Murtoa then onto Murtoa High. He left home at the age of 16 where he worked in Melbourne, later enlisting at a recruiting table in Swanson Street for Service with 2nd AIF on 10/5/1941.

After the war Harry worked in sawmills, later with his mate Tom Coyle, managed the mill at Glengarry. By this time Harry had married Aynsley Mills, they went on to have two children Dianne and Robert.

Harry left mill work to join the S.R.W.S.C. where he went onto become a reservoir keeper at Glenmaggie, Laanecoorie and Eppalock weirs. At Eppalock he established the garden, lawn and BBQ sites. He propagated and planted many trees and plants and always had something blooming throughout the year, making it a great tourist attraction. Harry retired from Eppalock in 1982 after 28 years service to the S.R.W.S.C. moving to Eaglehawk.

In his retirement he spent his time playing golf, fishing, gardening also doing beautiful woodwork making rocking chairs, clocks and all kinds of nic-nacs etc. 

Harry and Aynsley travelled extensively with grandson Shane. Taking a glider flight over Wilpena Pound as one of the many highlights. Harry knew the trip to Derby would be his last, as he knew the melanoma he was suffering from was on the move, so armed with his medication and his medical records, he was on his way across to the West to see his grandson Brad, who also took them on tours around Broome. With his great fighting spirit and never say die attitude they had a wonderful 6-8 weeks, touring, fishing, visiting and sightseeing.

Harry died leaving wife Aynsley (Muff) daughter Dianne, son Robert and grandsons Shane, Bradley and Adrian and granddaughter Jahola.

He is dearly loved and sadly missed by all.

A GREAT MAN AT REST.

Leith Cooper paid this tribute to Harry.

Harry Sargent took over as reservoir keeper at the Eppalock Weir during its construction in the early 1960's. He was responsible for much of the finished construction of this major water storage on the Campaspe River, which eventually feeds into the Murray River at Echuca. The excellent finishes of the levee banks, tree, and grass growth, the control erosion was largely carried out under his supervision and foresight. Few people have such a memorial to their talent and effort, which will benefit society forever.

At a distance of some 90 miles from Melbourne we did not see much of Harry but several 'get-togethers' at Lake Eppalock, assisted by Kevin Curran (then licensee at the Fleece Inn, Bendigo) he made us very welcome. He attended several safaris including the one on Phillip Island in 1988.

I bought a property of 40 acres near Lake Eppalock in 1975 and from then on saw quite a lot of Harry and Muff and the excellent work he did at the reservoir. By this time he had developed into an excellent golfer and a very canny fisherman with a dab hand as a home brewer.

I sold my property and moved to Phillip Island in 1981 just before Harry and Muff retired to Eaglehawk but we kept in touch over the years. He is greatly missed as a talented, very honest, loyal friend - one of the straightest blokes I have ever known.

Leith Cooper.

Blue served with the Unit in Timor and New Guinea. He was a good soldier and was liked and respected by his army mates. Alan Luby recalls fighting a draw with Blue at Bulolo when the boxing troupe was in full swing and we were waiting to come home after 15 months in New Guinea. Blue was a loyal member of the Association and will be sadly missed. The Association mourns the passing of our old comrade and we offer our sincere condolences to Aynsley and family.

Lest We Forget.                                                  
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