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The following article was taken from the “Mandurah Mail” June 28th 2001.

Street Honours War Hero.
Poynton Way is Mandurah’s newest street, named in honour of long-time resident and highly decorated soldier Joe Poynton.

The Silver Sands side street leads off Creon Way to Ormsby Terrace and until yesterday was nameless.

The idea to name the street in honour of Mr Poynton came from Silver Sands resident Coralie Ford.

“He is such a gentleman and has done so much for the community during his life,” Mrs Ford said. “I thought it would be lovely to show our appreciation for what he has done to symbolise what all the other soldiers have done for this country.”

A morning tea at Helen and Joe Poynton’s house marked the special occasion after family, friends, RSL members and local councillors witnessed the street naming. 

Mrs Poynton said the new street was the sixth street in Australia named after the family.

We have skipped a couple of generations between the last one and this one which is now named after Joe,” she said.

“We are both absolutely thrilled and honoured that this street has been named after him. Nobody deserves it more than he does.”

Mr Poynton was a member of the 2/2nd Commandos and served in Timor, New Guinea and New Britain.

He received a Distinguished Conduct Medal and Dutch bronze cross for his bravery during the war and marched in London at the celebrations when the conflict ended.

After the war Mr Poynton went to night school and became a registered builder. He was also a state representative in rugby union.

But for the last 25 years Mr Poynton has been totally incapacitated due to war injuries.

He said he was thrilled to have the street named after him. “I am very honoured.” He said. 

(Photo on back page.)
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