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Nancy Briggs, Lilydale, Victoria.

Dear members, Enclosed please find fifty dollars as a donation towards the Courier and thank you for sending it to me. I am keeping good health and enjoying life, busy with Croydon Widows Legacy Club which I have been secretary for some years. It is a busy club with attendance of 80 – 100 members at our meetings, plus other activities.

Each year I go to Hervey Bay (Qld) to my eldest son and family.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely, Nancy Briggs.

Helen Cowie, Warners Bay.

Dear Sir, Am writing to tell you of the thrill I got this month. I wrote a story to the Newcastle Herald about Bill’s old slouch hat. They gave it a full page for Anzac Day!

I received a letter from the local member, an acknowledgment of Mr Cowie’s war service as a commando in New Guinea in WW2 and then I get a special mail for a certificate of appreciation (which I am going to frame in memory of my late husband Bill) signed by Mr Scott – Veteran’s Affairs – Kelly Hoare Federal member and also by John Howard – Prime Minister.

Hope all are well. I am going good at 83 after a stroke.

Yours sincerely, Helen Cowie.

Joan Stanley, Everton Hills, Qld.

Dear Jack, Please find enclosed Cheque for the Unit.

 Gordon had his 80th birthday in March and celebrated it with a party. He keeps very good health for his age. 

I notice Isabel McCaul’s name in the Courier. I wonder if she ever remembers the time Gordon baby-sat her children in Melbourne and put the poor lad to bed with his boots on!

Cheers, Joan Stanley.

Jack & Beryl Steen, Thornlands.

Dear Jack & Delys, Herewith cheque which you can put to whatever you think best.

There is not much news from up here only that our BBQ was cancelled due to lack of numbers also Ron Archer rang us and told us that George Coulson was in Greenslopes.

Beryl and I are doing all right other than the aches and pains that go with our age but I suppose we have to put up with that anyhow. Best of luck to you and your good wife Delys.

Jack & Beryl.

Ron Archer & Lyn Love, Keperra, Qld.

Dear Jack, Thank you for your welcoming words in the Commando Courier. Ron and I had a most enjoyable week in Perth – a beautiful city that neither of us had before visited. We had a lovely day with Helen and Joe Poynton, being most graciously entertained and Tony Bower being there too. Later Helen showed us the interesting places in Mandurah.

We extend our best wishes to you and Delys and to all of the 2/2nd Commando folks in the West. We enclose a donation for the Trust Fund.

Lyn Love & Ron Archer.

George & Betty Coulson, Marcus Beach.

Dear Jack & Delys, We were so pleased to read about Jack’s award. It was richly deserved. You have both worked so hard and long for the 2/2nd Commandos. How lucky we are to be able to look back for the past 60 years to have the wonderful loving memories of so many special friends. Keep well

Yours sincerely,

 George & Betty Coulson.

Peter Fox, Merimbula, N.S.W.

Dear Mr Carey, I want to advise that the new address for Lt. Col. Jack Fox is: - Unit 132, 52 Centre Dandenong Rd, Dingley, Vic. 3172.

I am one of Jack’s two sons. I have a letter from you to Jack dated July 1999.

Jack was living in his own home at that stage and wanting to remain independent. By Nov. 2000, his driving licence was revoked and he knew he could not live without constant support.

The family did what they could to assist but all are still working and were renovating houses at that time. After some trauma, we located an assisted care village for Jack at Dingley. It is called Greenwood Manor.

He has a unit within the complex where all meals are supplied, rooms serviced and 24 hour first aid support is available. He has settled in well after some initial problems with relocating.

We sold his car and his house okay, and have furniture from the house to keep it feeling like home.

The great benefit is that a great deal of the pain, which he has lived with for many years, has disappeared. I consider that improvement to be freedom from having to manage a house, meals etc and the subsequent lack of time spent in beneficial exercise.

He walks a great deal now, all on suitable flat surfaces, participates in bingo, carpet bowls and table tennis. The grandchildren visit regularly with their children, two boys at present, another due in December.

Jack loves his AFL matches on TV and is a fan of St.Kilda. He is a bit reluctant to travel any distance, having lost some of his self-confidence over the last two years.

He is aware that his memory doesn’t function as well as in the past, but he still wants to remain in control of his physical situation. That is, he won’t venture out if it looks like rain.

I guess that is a privilege we should grant to any 88 year old (89 in Nov.)

We donated some of his army uniforms, batons, badges and rank insignia to the Highett (Vic) RSL Club. They were appreciative as they have a display in a large glass showcase.

He visited many of his Army friends, staff and families of those fellows over the last 10 or 15 years. He was great support for them all, encouraging the sick, blind and disabled as well as assisting their families to find their way to support services, to which they were entitled. He knew the way to tap onto these benefits.

I am sure that he would love to hear from you. He still keeps all the 2/2nd newsletters and speaks more of his Army experiences now that any other time in his life.

Yours, Peter Fox.

Joan &Alan Mitchell, Caloundra, Qld.

Dear Jack & Delys, How have both of you been keeping? After reading the latest Courier, I want to thank the outgoing members that have done so much to keep us all informed of what has gone on over all those years. Please excuse the writing, I’ve got low vision and my hearing is not the best and hearing aids don’t help a great lot.

Have enclosed a cheque to put to use as required.

I don’t see any of the Unit members, as I don’t get around much. Col Andrews has offered to pick me up if I am well enough.

Will close and send my regards to all members and their wives.

From Joan & Alan Mitchell.

J T (Terry) Allen, 22 Hamersley St, North Beach. W.A. 

Director, East Timor Appeal.

Re: The late Gerry Maley & Donation to E. Timor Appeal.
My wife and I had the privilege of knowing Gerry Maley and of spending some time with both Gerry and his wife Doffy on Rottnest Island recently.

We would like you to accept the cheque enclosed in memory of Gerry and put it towards your very commendable appeal.

Yours sincerely, Terry Allen.

Robert N. Smyth, Nedlands. W.A.

Dear Jack, Re Gerry Maley cremation service as suggested as an alternative to flowers, cheque directed to 

“ Courier” Life Blood of our Association.

Regards, Bob Smyth.

It would have been comforting to Dorothy and her family to be aware of such strong representation of out members and friends of the S.A.S. B.

Joy Chatfield, Pinjarra. W.A. 

Dear Jack & Delys, Please find enclosed twenty dollars, my donation for 2/2nd Commando Ass.

Thank you very much for my Courier. I always read all of it and appreciate being able to do so. The last Courier I received was very interesting with so much news it was great reading. I’m looking forward to getting the next one.

Kindest regards, Joy Chatfield.

Peter Mantle, Allora, Qld.

Congratulations Jack on the Birthday Honour. 

Enclosed a small something to keep the wheels turning.

Accident last September – broken collarbone and shoulder blade; shoulder, wrist, fingers put out of action. At my age the prognosis was poor. But in fact I’ve made almost a total recovery, thanks to a good physiotherapist and the home use of a device that simulates acupuncture.

Meanwhile living alone, I needed the TLC of Blue Nurses. And was delighted to find how much assistance is available through our three levels of government. They really try to keep the old folks at home rather than in a home at much greater cost.

I still get fun out of cooking a wide variety of dishes, and sometimes have people in to a dinner where all recipes are of a single country: Denmark for instance, Russia, India etc. Socially acceptable form of boasting I suppose.

My town may soon have to join the Common Effluent Society, as thirty years of septics are about all that our soils will take, and it would not be practical to have any multi-storey buildings on town blocks of land.

But Allora is a pleasant place where tradesmen really do turn up when they promise, where good policing keeps crime quite low, and where, for instance, I hand my keys to the service station which then takes off the cap, shoves in petrol, locks cap back on, returns keys. All I do is pay. And at a time when some country towns are dwindling we have an active group that succeeds in attracting outside interest while adding to local activity.

Mind and body are wearing out but I hope to stave off dementia with such things as the skeleton crosswords from International Express that require four dimensions of lateral thinking.

Scotch helps too!       Peter Mantle.

J.P. Kenneally, Yagoona, N.S.W.

Dear Jack,  An historic date, today is Bastille Day. The 202nd anniversary of the Storming of the Bastille. (Prison & Fortress) by the Parisienne mob on July 14th 1789, thus sparking the French Revolution and probably the birth of Democracy though not exactly in the form in which we know it today. It’s slogan at that time “Equality, Liberty & Fraternity” has not really been attained yet, in most parts of the world, including our own country.

Nora and I arrived back from Ireland three weeks ago, our stay in Ireland not as long as previous occasions, neither did we visit any other country. The Aussie dollar so low, it combined with high cost of living elsewhere made a protracted holiday too expensive. We did enjoy ourselves and had some great family reunions. Sadly some of our relatives have serious health problems which put a damper on activities.

Ireland today, is of course a vastly different country to the country I left way back in 1927, nothing surprising about that. The Australia I landed in on St. Patrick’s Day 1927 was also vastly different from the Australia of 2001, and taking an objective overall view must admit it is exceedingly for the better in both countries.

The Ireland of today is booming economically, a prime cause of this is, several years ago the Irish Government embarked on a massive educational program, plus a drive for foreign industries to invest in Ireland granting them tax concessions. Today Ireland has a highly educated work force to supply the high tec. Industries that have come to Ireland. Good positions, high wages and massive consumer spending. The latter is causing concerns to the Government, and to such a degree it has embarked on a savings policy quite radical in my experience. Simply what it means to participate in the scheme, the person doing so pledges to save an x amount of pounds weekly for five years, at the end of the five year period the amount saved plus accumulated bank interest is calculated and twenty five percent bonus is added, eg: savings plus interest equals three thousand pounds, the added bonus is one quarter or 750 pounds. The other condition is the person must live in Ireland to participate.

Aged pensions, health and benefits for pensions better than ours, but it stops there, for the general run of the population health is a most expensive item and Ireland does not have a medical system like our Medicare system. Health Insurance is extremely high. The cost of living and real estate also far more expensive than here.

Forty eight per cent of the Republic’s population is under the age of twenty, which of course is the complete opposite to our demographic position. We are an aging population. Now for a real spicy bit of news. Forty per cent of all babies born in Ireland are born to a single woman! Shacking up in Ireland is as popular as it is here, but apparently far more productive and that cause can hardly be attributed to lack of knowledge. It appears Irish women whether married or single like babies.

Whilst we were there the Dutch sent an abortion ship to Ireland medically set up to perform abortions. The do-gooders aboard achieved nothing. The Dutch must be afraid the “Irishers”will overrun Europe if allowed to procreate at their present level. Holland is of course a leader in death legislation. Being most liberal in its laws on abortion, euthanasia and drugs.

Strangely last week “Sixty Minutes” on Channel Nine ran a program on the visit on the Dutch abortion ship’s visit to Dublin. The Australian woman journalist doing the program knew little of Ireland, it’s people or it’s customs and proclaimed the fact to the whole world in the program.

One thing we are blessed with in this big land of ours, plenty of sunshine and a variety of climates in which to enjoy it. Nora as always was happy to be back home to enjoy it.

I see the ferryman on the River Styx has been kept busy, as some more of our members have made their last voyage. “Baldy” Garnett being among them. Lieut. Garnett was O.C. of the officers and ORs that departed Foster on December 31st, 1941 bound for the 2/2nd Independent Coy. In Portuguese Timor. He and the party landed in Dili on January 20th 1942. Lieut. Garnett put in a very adverse report on the conduct of some of the party. Captain Callinan in his book “Independent Coy.” Repeated that report. He also lauded Lieut. Garnett’s past in the Company’s Operations following the Japanese landing on 19th & 20th February 1942. Lieut. Garnett departed Timor (for health reasons) before the main body of the Company. He did not return to the Unit. He was promoted to Captain and served with Intelligence.

What his occupation was prior to and post war I do not know. I contacted him during the 1980s. I was seeking information for Michelle Turner who was writing her book on East Timor and it’s people, during World War II, and after the Indonesian invasion 7th December 1975. The information concerned the Qantas Transmitting set or parts thereof smuggled out of Dili by the Portuguese in April 1942. Curly O’Neill and Merv Clarke (then known as Merv Johnson) escorted the set to Same. Lieut. Garnett could give me no information on the matter. That was my first and last contact with Lieut. Garnett since May1942. He was living on the Sunshine Coast when we held our reunion there in 1996. He made no effort to contact the Unit then or all the years preceding it.

I had a communique from Cath Roberts. She is visiting a daughter in England, busy sightseeing, visiting historic sites and places and admiring historic objects garnered from all parts of the world during the empires days of domination.

Congratulations to Jack Carey, the bestowing of an OAM on him was a true indication of the work he has performed on behalf of our Association, and the esteem in which we (and all that know him) hold him. Good luck Jack.

Nora, and all our family, fit and healthy. Tonight we play the Lions in a decider for the rugby series. I hope we carry on where we left off in game two. I certainly do not wish to see a repetition of game one, and the first half of game two. Our term was nothing more or less than a leaderless, aimless do nothing rabble. Harsh words I know, however anyone just seeing that game and a half could draw no other conclusion. 

Good luck, Paddy Kenneally. 

Nola Wilson, Gilgandra, NSW.

Dear Jack, Del & Magazine, Thank you for the Courier. Keeps me in touch with you all. I keep very busy with pony club activities etc. Our Zone 4 has just hosted the NSW Championships held at Nygan. As Zone 4 Chief Instructor it kept me very busy prior and during the 3 days but enjoyed it so much.

I send my love to all. Congratulations Del and many thanks for doing the “Big” job on “The Courier”. You are a wonder.

Sending donation for the Courier.

Kindest regards, Nola.

 George Robinson, Kilsyth, Vic.

Sec. 2/2 CDO;

Dear Jack, Herewith a few lines to say that we are both in the land of the living. Apart from a dose of Emphysema I am keeping well; the aftermath of smoking combined with operating drop-hammers for a living.

Dorothy had her right knee reconstructed last October and recovered well; then had the left done in April this year but recovery is a lot slower. Still using a walking frame for outside use but has finally advanced to a walking stick for inside the house. Apart from these grouches we are enjoying life here in “Kirkbrae Retirement Village”, together with the local R.S. & L. as well as our monthly meeting of Lodge (daylight) at which our ladies meet in the supper room while we meet in the main room, a custom which started when the Lodge was consecrated back in 1985, with the blessing of the then Grand Master.

Along with this scrawl I am enclosing a cheque which can be distributed as the committee may decide. Have given up driving for several years now so we do not get around a lot as public transport leaves a lot to be desired.

With all the best to everybody, George. 

Alan Luby, Dee Why, N.S.W. 2099

Dear Friends, Thank you to so many of our dear friends for phone calls, cards and other messages during a very trying start of the new century.

It has been a long and harrowing experience particularly for my Edith, but that indomitable will has won out again and she’s close to being back to her normal self. She was down to six stone for a while and I tried to get her a job riding track work but she couldn’t hold the reins!

Thank God I was able to keep up with the needs of the times and between us “We’re getting there.”

We had an attempted break in from both sides of our unit on 23rd April but fortunately the Luby traps foiled the b---------s.  Increased security in place.

We trust that you and yours are as well as you would wish.

Edith sends her love and greetings.

Sincerely 

Alan.                                                          _______________________________

Leith Cooper, Cowes, Victoria. 3922

Dear Jack, Enclosed please find two articles regarding the venue for reunion in Mildura – they may be of interest to you over in W.A.

I had my hand operated on just over two months ago – it is improving slowly. I can now write for a short while but have not much strength in the fingers as yet. I can’t play golf yet but shall probably be able to in a couple of weeks.

Regards to W.A. boys.

Yours sincerely Leith.

Val Hancock, Cambrai Village, 139/85 Hester Avenue, Merriwa. 6030.    

Dear Jack, A brief note to advise of my change of address. Cambrai Village is an RAAFA Retirement village.

My new telephone no: (08) 9304.5139.

E-mail: valjh@bigpond.com
Enclosed please find donation towards the Courier.

Best wishes to all members.

Yours sincerely, Val Hancock.

_______________________________

