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Trust Fund News.
Dili, Timor Lorosa'e 17/7/01

Dear Robert, Thank you so much for your recent letter inquiring after the shipment of sewing machines and other goods dispatched from Perth. I know that Patsy Thatcher has spoken to you on my behalf, as I was most upset and distressed at the prospect of the goods having gone missing as you have probably learnt from Patsy. In the meantime the goods have appeared and have been safely delivered by the PKF. Thank you so much for your hard work and the effort involved in getting the sewing machines and other material to me. I hope that you will also extend my greetings of thanks to Keith Hayes for his own sweet (!) contribution!

At the time of delivery, the Australian soldier informed me that the goods had arrived via a rather circuitous route, having gone first to Suai and then on to Dili. This probably explains the long delay in reaching the final destination. I must tell you that I am so relieved that CNRT was not at fault at any stage, as I know that other consignments of goods addressed to CNRT have gone astray and this has been a great source of disappointment to Xanana and myself.

The goods for the school were also on board the truck, which came bringing the goods to me, and I have requested that the school write to you to acknowledge receipt of the school equipment meant for them. I gave them a complete list of what was despatched from Australia for them to check against. I must say, that it seemed to me from what I could see of the boxes on board the truck, that there were not more than around ten boxes of goods*.

I don’t know whether the remainder of the cartons will arrive separately. In any case, I do hope that you will receive confirmation of receipt from the school in due course. I know that they will be tremendously grateful for you assistance.

Xanana asked me to send you the enclosed Falintil pins which are, of course, by now a mere momento of a former institution, now replace by the FDTL (East Timorese Defence Force).

I know that you and your colleagues will wear with them pride, nevertheless.

With many thanks once again for your tremendous assistance and Xanana joins me in wishing you good health and strength to continue your wonderful work of support to the East Timorese people.

With warm regards,

Kirsty Sword Gusmao.

*Later advice five boxes including a computer.

                 _______________

Nedlands, W.A. 17/8/01

Dear Kirsty, Thank you for your letter of 17/7 which advises that CNRT finally received the pallet of eight sewing machines and four of dress materials, all of which were for the use of the CNRT Timorese women instructional group.

That pallet of twelve cartons was the only items addressed for your attention. I have puzzled why you should have felt responsibility for the apparent loss of the consignment.

However, a hand written postscript on copy of a letter to Patsy Thatcher, which stated each carton was addressed for your attention, was intended to refer to only the CNR pallet, an omission for which I apologise to you and to Patsy.

It is disappointing that of the thirty-nine cartons of computers, printers, books wall charts and instructional material and toys, less than ten, possibly only five were delivered after four months.

The loss of the three cartons of sports balls and the many stories filtering down regarding theft of goods at the wharf, has reluctantly made necessary a delay of our activities until improved security can be established. Meanwhile we are holding two tonnes (pallets) of typewriters, computers, paper, office equipment, sewing machines and dress material etc.

Possibly conditions will improve when the present administration departs!

With kind regards to you Kirsty and Xanana.

Bob Smyth.

         ___________________

Nedlands, W.A. 

Dear Kirsty, We were delighted to receive the picture of your son, Alexandre, and for which we congratulate you and Xanana in having such a bright eyed inspiring addition to the Gusmao family.

Also our thanks to Gusmao for the Falintil badges which are gratefully received and highly prized by those 2/2nd Australian East Timor veterans who now wear them with pride:

John Burridge, Keith Hayes, Jack Carey, Ray Aitken, Paddy Kenneally and George (Happy) Greenhalgh.

Our members join me in wishing you, Xanana and Alexandre continued good health, happiness and high level of admiration and respect within the community and forthcoming new independent government of Timor Lorosa'e.

Sincerely, Bob Smyth.

            ________________

Vegetable Seed Programme.
Dear Bob, The purpose of this letter is to provide you with some feedback on the Vegetable Seed Distribution Programme in East Timor. As you are well aware, we have been supporting the programme since early this year. We have been involved in the conduct of Humanitarian Assistance patrols whilst deployed to East Timor as part of UNTAET. I found this very rewarding and the distribution of seed packages helped establish rapport with the locals as well as the obvious assistance to their well being.

One traditional village that has benefited greatly from the programme is situated about 1000m above sea level. It is prone to constant exposure to the elements that have reduced the ability of the conventional "aid programmes" reaching the village. Currently a small school exists on flat ground above the town. The building consists of thee classrooms and the school caters for the children of the village and the surrounding area. The flat ground in front of the school has been used as a landing zone for helicopters when the weather allowed. One can only imagine the effect this has on the children in class and the potential damage to the flimsy school. We continue to try and help where possible but so far we have been limited to the provision of your seeds. For this we thank you.

Two of the enclosed photos may be of interest to you and the Association. The individual's name is Manuel de Jesus. Manuel was 24 years old in 1942 and claims to have often fed members of the 2/2nd Commando as they passed through.

We continue to support the programme and will advise the Association when we require more seed to replace our current stock.

Yours sincerely, J. B.

Dear J.B., re Vegetable Seed Distribution Programme, East Timor.

Thank you for your letter and the magnificent photos of the school and of Manuel de Jesus. Manuel's name is not recalled by those members we have approached so far, but the Courier delivery should be more effective in reviving memories of sixty years ago!

We appreciate your contact and description of the village and its school and particularly thank all concerned in their participation of the Vegetable Seed Distribution Programme.

Sincerely Bob Smyth.

For security reasons names and places of location in East Timor have been withheld.
_______________________________

