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The following article, courtesy John Burridge Snr., appeared in the Post newspaper:

Different Passions Unite Soldiers in East Timor.

Perth soldiers David Burridge and Carlos Antonio are both passionate about East Timor, but for different reasons.

In the mountains near Balibo, right on the border with West Timor, the two young men are helping bring about East Timor’s peaceful transition to self-rule, which will start with the election of a national assembly on August 30.

David (20) from Claremont, was brought up with the military: his father served in South Vietnam and his grandfather was a commando with the 2/2nd Commando Company which served in East Timor during World War II.

Nineteen-year-old Carlo’s mother and father fled East Timor in 1975, escaping the bloodshed that virtually destroyed the tiny nation.

David said: “I couldn’t help but be influenced by my family.”

“I joined the Army Reserve through the 11/28th Battalion in Perth first to see what it was all about,”

Deciding it was excellent, he joined fulltime 18 months ago and he is already on an overseas operation.

He said he had indicated he would like to go 4RAR, because they were commandos, as his grandfather had been, but he had been chosen by sheer luck of the draw.

 My grandfather is ecstatic about me being here,” David said.”

He’s always telling me how he and all of his friends owe their lives to the East Timorese.

“When I found out I was going to be here I thought, well, this is one way for the Burridges, in a small way, can help repay what the East Timorese did for my grandfather.”

Carlos’s grandfather a nurse was among the East Timorese who helped Australian soldiers during the war.

“I’m Australian through and through,” Carlos said.

“I was born in Australia, and I don’t know East Timor, except from what my parents have taught me.

“About 25 of my family originally fled to Darwin as refugees, then they were granted political asylum.”

Carlos said he still had family in East Timor, who had suffered pretty badly over the time.

“I lost a lot of family here during that time, so while I’m here I also look at it as my contribution to helping the country.”

Carlos hopes to stay on in East Timor to serve with the 2nd Battalion when it takes over from 4 Battalion in October.

David said: “We’ve been kept really busy on a variety of tasks, and we’re constantly moving around to different areas, so time is going quickly.

“I’m sure we will get a lot out of our time here: we already have.”
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