11

Geraldton News.
At the outset let me extend hearty congratulations to Secretary Jack Carey on his richly deserved receival of the OAM in the Queen’s Birthday Honour’s for service to the community, particularly the welfare of veterans and their families and the indigenous people of Timor through the 2/2nd Commando Association and its unequalled record of service. I was so delighted with the news of you OAM Jack, that I referred to it in my regular RSL contributions to the thrice-weekly “Geraldton Guardian” newspaper. There will be many of your old army mates, Jack, looking down from above, including Doigie, acclaiming recognition of your latest achievement as a result of your mammoth contribution. And don’t let us ever forget the huge role that Delys has played in this regard.

Geraldton RSL Senior Vice-President Allan Gronow, who is also District Police Superintendent, has been congratulated on his election as the new Country RSL Vice-President. Allan served in the SAS in Vietnam. We also congratulated RSL Life Member Frank Sharp on being re-elected unopposed as Northern Wheatbelt Vice-President, and Frank’s wife Gillian and her dedicated band of Women’s Auxiliary members on winning the Country Cup for the 32nd time! After having won the Colonel Collett Cup 27 times, our sub-branch congratulated Mandurah on recording its first win—one point more than Geraldton.

DVA Deputy Commissioner Russell McLaughlin addressed our July RSL meeting and stated that under a contract scheme, the St. John of God Hospital s at Geraldton and Bunbury and the Mandurah private Hospital would offer direct access for veterans from October, approximately.

There is a very happy widow pensioner in Queensland as a result of the generosity of Geraldton couple, Arthur and Matilda Bare of Gummer Avenue, named after Geraldton’s fourth Catholic Bishop, the late Doctor Alfredo Joseph Gummer. They responded quickly to a notice in the Cathedral newsletter that Lori Roberts of the Caloundra Catholic Parish wished to attend the unveiling ceremony of HMAS Sydney 11 Memorial on November 19 and would appreciate accommodation with a Parish family. It was a special request because Lori’s father, Chief Petty Officer/Ordinance Artificer 11 Laurance Thomas Woolmore of Victoria, was a member of Sydney’s complete crew of 645 men who lost their lives off the WA coast on November 19, 1941. There will be a lovely surprise for the Queensland visitor because Arthur and Matilda’s home is opposite the Sydney Memorial site on Mount Scott. Arthur believes that about 10.000 visitors will be attracted to Geraldton for the unveiling ceremony and associated activities because of the Memorial’s unique features and the selection of a site that provides wonderful views.

Another Queenslander, Madeline Blyth, is eagerly looking forward to the “Sydney 11” commemoration, having told the Memorial Trust Committee that her adored older brother Sub-Lieutenant Alexander Vince Eager of Queensland was one of that crew and she had never given up wishing and praying that one day they would see, if not search, at least a Memorial of national significance. Madeline said she considered the Memorial design outstanding and the entire concept inspirational.

Strong representation at the memorial dedication ceremony is certain from Northampton because of the lost crew was Able/Seaman Richard Severn Perryman, who was returning home for his wedding the next Saturday.

State RSL Congress motions carried in Perth included that immigrants who engage in blatant illegal activities in holding camps, such as rioting, Arson/destruction of property and assault while awaiting processing, should forfeit their access to the judicial process, have their applications immediately revoked and be deported. Also that the federal Government should strenuously reject any assertions that we, as a nation, are somehow responsible for plight, real or imagined, of the illegal immigrant children.

As a long time regular contributor to our second-to-none Courier, let me conclude by congratulating Ray Aitken on the contents of his “60 Years Young” contribution in the June Courier. God bless you all.

Peter Barden.

