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Ron Archer, Lyn Love, Toowong, Qld News.

Dear Jack, Thought that the enclosed mail would be of interest to you. Lucinda Shannon is Spud Murphy’s grand-daughter. You may remember that I introduced you to her at our Hobart Safari. It seems that a special effort was made right around Australia to get our senior students involved in Anzac Day this year. Your student at your Anzac Day did a particularly fine job.

George Coulson had a bad time at Greenslopes Hospital recently. Called on him a few times and have been trying to contact him at his Sunshine Coast home to see how he is getting on, but can’t get through. Rang Pat Barnier today. She is okay and is working hard on a reunion for her former workmates – she is getting family help with it. Dorothy Gibson advises that her youngest daughter Louise passed away recently – she was just 49.

Allan and Joan Mitchell wish to be remembered to Delys and you and all our mates. He is having eye problems, but is able to get around still but slowly and will not be able to come to Mildura.

Cheers and all the best to Delys and all our mates, particularly Joe, Helen and Tony. Ron and Lyn.

The following appeared in the Launceston Examiner 4/4/2001:

West Launceston schoolgirl Lucinda Shannon has never been up before dawn before.

Not only will she be out of bed this Anzac Day, she will be standing at the Launceston Cenotaph in the grey early morning light, rubbing shoulders with the old diggers gathered to remember their fallen mates.

Lucinda put up her hand when Prospect principal Di Henning called for volunteers to speak at this year’s early morning service because she believed it was time for her to give something back for her two grandfathers, both World War II veterans.

She is one of a number of young people around Tasmania who will speak at Anzac Day dawn services this year as a special Centenary of Federation commemoration.

Tasmanian Centenary of Federation chief executive John Kesl said that the proposal to involve young people was part of a strategy that would transfer the memory of those who have fallen and served to new generations of Australians.

Lucinda has already started working on her speech she has been invited to make at the Launceston service.

“I will tell them what Anzac Day means to me and also something about the soldiers who went to East Timor,” said the quiet teenager.

“Anzac to me means that I’m safe in Australia, which is a free country. I wake up in the morning in my house because it hasn’t been bombed overnight.”

Lucinda said that she used to think when she was younger that Anzac Day glorified war.

“Now, I see it as a commemoration for people who died for others,” she said.  “ It definitely shouldn’t be linked with Australia Day. They are two totally different occasions.”
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