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Vale Philip Gerard (Gerry) Maley WX10772.

Gerry passed away in the Hollywood Hospital on Sunday 24th June at the age of 78. He suffered indifferent health for many years brought on by a severe leg wound he received back in 1942. He was born in Subiaco on the 2nd August 1922 into a large family, having 3 brothers and five sisters. He enjoyed his school years excelling at sport and was a very bright pupil. He was awarded a scholarship to attend Perth Modern School, which had the reputation of being the most progressive school for learning in W.A. One of his teachers was the great Jerry Haire. Gerry was to meet up with his tutor later in the 2/2nd. His education at Modern School gave Gerry a sound grounding for his working life.

 Gerry enlisted in the A.I.F. at 18 and went on to join the 2/2nd as a signaller. He was badly wounded in the shoulder and right leg in an encounter with a Jap patrol near Hatolia in March 1942. With the help of friendly natives who hid him in a hut for several days he was eventually rescued by a party led by Doc. Dunkley and Don Turton. He then spent nearly two months in Ainaro before being flown to Darwin on a catalina on 24th May 1942. A lengthy spell in a number of military hospitals followed. While in Heidelberg, he had 37 operations on his leg with many of the skin grafts not taking. It was a case of try and try again. It was a very stressful time for Gerry but he stood up to it well. He was discharged in July 1944. He ended up with one leg shorter than the other, a disability that was to cause severe back problems in later life.

Gerry spent his post war years in Sydney where he stayed with Jack O’Brien and did a course of accountancy under the rehab scheme. Jack had the honour of being the NSW branches first president and Gerry their first secretary. This was in 1946.

Gerry moved to Melbourne in the early 1950s marrying his first wife Margo. They had three children and Gerry worked as an accountant for a wool firm. He was an active member of the Victorian Branch being secretary for six years from 1952/57.

He returned to his home state in the 1960s living first at North Beach then at Yokine. He ran an Ampol Service Station in Nollamara for a number of years, during which time he met Dorothy whom he later married. They had one son Rodney. Gerry went on to work as a purchasing officer for John Court (Northwest) before ill health forced his early retirement. Gerry served on our WA executive and was secretary from 1970/73 and president in 1978/79. He was made a life member in 1972. He had the distinction of being secretary in three state branches – a fine achievement indeed. His advice was often sought after when contentious matters arose concerning the Association. He also played a major role in the affairs of the T.P.I. Association, Gerry himself being a TPI. He went on to become the State President of that association and later their National President.

Under his leadership and guidance he welded the state branches into a cohesive and effective lobby group, which eventually ensured its then 23,000 members, obtained their full entitlements. This took all of Gerry’s guile as at the time the NSW and Victorian Associations didn’t see eye to eye when it came to TPI matters. All in all he made 13 train trips to Canberra on the TPI Associations behalf and each trip was a real effort for him. In 1987 Gerry was awarded an Australian Honour, an OAM for his contribution to the TPI cause.

Gerry never forgot his debt to the East Timorese for saving his life in 1942. Following the influx of Timorese refugees to W.A. in 1975 Gerry, as our Association’s liaison officer did a sterling job, helping them settle in their new country, encouraging them to maintain their culture and joining in their social activities.

Gerry and Dot moved to Coodanup in Mandurah in 1989. A devoted couple this was a happy time for them until Gerry’s health deteriorated to the point he was in constant pain. He was a well-read man, took a keen interest in botany and was a good lawn bowler when a member of the Yokine Club.

He enjoyed our Anzac Days and always had a ready grin and was good company. We will miss him.

The large attendance at Gerry’s funeral service on 27th June was an indication of the respect and esteem in which he was held by those who knew him. The Association was represented by Ray Aitken, Tony Bowers, John Burridge, Jack & Delys Carey, Dick Darrington, Jess Epps, Keith & Val Hayes, Jean Holland, Charlie, Mary & Paddy King, Bernie & Babs Langridge, Jim Lines, Ted & Peg Monk, Nellie Mullins, Don & Ida Murray, Ray Parry, Joe & Helen Poynton, Bob Smyth, Dusty Studdy, Clarrie Turner, Don Turton, Vince Swann, Hazel Wicks and Doc Wheatley. Members formed a guard of honour at the crematorium entrance and Don Murray delivered a moving eulogy to his old mate. The Last Post and Rouse were played and President Ray Parry said the Ode. The T.P.I. Association members were also there in numbers.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Dot and family on the loss of their loved one.

Lest We Forget.

Jack Carey.

