05

Vale Harold (Bill) Rowan-Robinson.

                  WX12935.
Harold Rowan-Robinson was born in Suffolk England on the 7th October 1918. His father was a Royal Navy Surgeon who later became an Anglican vicar. Harold attended a boarding school at Ipswich for 8 years followed by a year of practical farming at an agricultural college, which set his mind on becoming a farmer. He was 17 when he arrived at Greenbushes in Western Australia in 1936. He adapted quickly to his new lifestyle and was soon earning an extra bob or two doing odd jobs for neighbours. In 1940 he joined the 25th Light Horse Regiment and in May 1941 enlisted in the A.I.F. then volunteering for the hush hush group later the 2/2nd Independent Company. Robbie, as he was known to his army mates, served with A Platoon in Timor and C Platoon in New Guinea. Attaining the rank of Lance Sergeant he was a good soldier and a respected member of the Unit. Whilst on leave he was introduced to a charming army lass one Iris Radford. It was a case of love at first sight. Harold married Iris in September 1944 going on to spend over 56 happy years together. He and Iris had two sons Max and Gilbert and then two daughters Trudy and Janis.

On his discharge Robbie managed a farm in the Bridgetown district and brought his own property Woodborough in 1947. An enterprising man, he did well at fruit growing and rearing sheep, lambs and cattle. A tireless worker he later acquired other properties, Gilborough and Rowana on the Nannup Road and Glen Rowan at Maranup. A community minded man; Harold in his spare time became involved in the town’s activities. As time passed he became a leading light in most things which were happening. His official capacities included President of the Agricultural Society, Ringmaster of the Annual Show, President of the R.S. & League, Shire Councillor, served on Parents & Citizens groups and as a director of Wesfarmers for 15 years.

He built the “Bargue” Bridgetown and the Geegeelup Retirement Village was established mainly due to his efforts. He even found time to donate over 100 garden seats to the town that he made himself. He took a pride in tidiness and his truck carried tools, rubbish bags and paint for whatever job awaited.

For his outstanding contribution over a long period he was awarded the Order of Australia medal in 1987.

Harold’s farming interests were eventually taken over by his son Gilbert also a top farmer. He and Iris built a lovely home in Bridgetown and travelled extensively in their retirement years. Unfortunately he suffered bad health with a serious kidney complaint in his latter years which he bore manfully. His condition gradually worsened and he passed away on the 29th May 2001 aged 82. Robbie, a loyal and generous member of the Association was made a life member in 1988.

A church service held in Bridgetown on Thursday 31st May was packed with local residents paying tribute to a good man who had done so much for the community. The following morning a service was held at the Bunbury Crematorium. Bernie Langridge, a lifelong friend for over 60 years delivered a moving eulogy. The last post was played and the President of the R.S. & League said the ode.

Nancy Times, Wyn Thompson, Arthur Marshall, Eric & Twy Smyth, Bernie & Babs Langridge and Jack & Delys Carey attended on behalf of the Association.    Lest We Forget.

The Association extends its sympathy to Iris and family and to his sister Katherine and brother Alan in England.

Bernie Langridge.

N.B. Harold’s obituary appeared in the West Australian newspaper in June.

