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Vale Francis Peter Hearle NX5731

             2/6/18 – 4/6/01

Peter’s funeral service was held in Brisbane on Tuesday 12 June and was very well attended by all the family, many friends and a large number of Rotarians.

Peter was able to celebrate his 83rd birthday with family and friends on 2nd June and died suddenly two days later.

His eldest son Peter read the eulogy, which gave a very comprehensive overview of Peter’s life.

He was born in London and it wasn’t until 1920 that the family moved to Australia.

After schooling in Brisbane he had a number of jobs including jackarooing in Western Queensland before enlisting in the RAAF training to be a pilot. Apparently this placed a considerable strain on the number of airworthy planes the RAAF had at that time and Peter was advised to transfer to the Army which he did in January 1941. He later became a signals instructor at the Jungle Warfare School at Foster from May to November 1942 with the rank of Lieutenant. He joined the 2/2nd in the N.T. after its return from Timor in December 1942 and served with distinction as our Sig. Officer in New Guinea, New Britain and Rabaul.

After discharge Peter did a painting and decorating course under the Rehabilitation Scheme and commenced business on his own which proved to be very successful. 

His sons Chris and Charles have carried on in his footsteps guided by the thoroughness and example set by Peter.

Joan & Gordon Stanley, Iris & Tony Adams represented the Unit and Tony spoke of Peter’s service and the esteem in which he was held by one and all in our Unit.

Our sympathy goes out to his long-term partner Sylvia, his sons and daughters and grandchildren who have been so loving and supportive.

Tony Adams.

