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Vale Frank (Slim) Thorpe NX37195.
Frank (Slim) passed away in his sleep at his home in Greta, NSW on the 17th May last. He was 79. His son Phillip who lives in Capel WA has kindly provided this short biography on his father’s life.

Slim was born at Greta in the Hunter Valley on the 21st January 1922.He lived in Greta all his childhood and was educated at the local public school. Unemployment in the district was very high during the 1930s in the depression years and as a result when he finished school he went to live with his eldest sister at Kyogle, NSW. He found work there at a timber veneer factory. Whilst at Kyogle Slim played football for the local team and also joined the Light Horse Militia Regiment and started military training.

In 1940 at the age of 18, he enlisted in the A.I.F. and served in the Middle East for two years. On his return to Australia and after a jungle-training course, Slim joined the 2/2nd Commando Squadron. He served in New Guinea and New Britain in No. 2 Section of “A” Platoon. Slim was a good soldier and well respected in the Unit.

After his discharge in 1946 he returned to Kyogle resuming work in his old job in the veneer factory for a time. He returned to Greta his home town when his father took ill to help complete building a house his father was working on. As his father before him, he continued in the building industry as a carpenter firstly with a building company and with the Department of Works, later as a self-employed tradesman either building or making fine furniture. He retired at 60 and continued to assist the community with his craft skills producing beautiful pieces of furniture from timber he had cut and dried. Slim was a superb craftsman who loved and took great pride in his work. He was a life member of the local R. & S. League, a member of the Volunteer Bushfire Brigade and the Greta Workers Club.

The loss of his beloved wife Mavis, who died 10 months before him, was a great blow and one he never really recovered from.

Frank and Mavis made three trips to WA in the 1980s to see Phil and his wife Beryl and the grandchildren. He also caught up with Tony Bowers, Joe Poynton and others of his old two section mates.

So passed another Unit member, a quiet achiever and a good Australian.

The Association extends its deepest sympathy to all members of the Thorpe family.

            Lest We Forget.

_______________________________

