01                            "A NEW DAWN"
In direct contrast to the referendum for independence held in East Timor on 30th August 1999, the vote to elect a constituent assembly of 88 members, held 2 years later to the day, on 30th August 2001, went off peacefully.

In the 1999 referendum in spite of threats and intimidation tactics by the Militia aided by elements of the TNI, 98% of the population voted returning a 78% vote for independence. The carnage and devastation inflicted on the people which followed, shocked the world, and only ceased with the timely arrival of Australian troops capably led by General Cosgrove. In the past eighteen months under UNO, order has been restored and the people are at last beginning to enjoy their newly found freedom.

Sixteen parties contested the recent election which when finalised will have the task of drafting it's own constitution before mid December. Fresh elections are expected to follow in the April-June period next year when a President and the head of the assembly executive, equivalent to the office of prime minister, will also be chosen. Frente, the Fretlin party, is expected to gain the most seats in the 88-member assembly and will need to win 60 seats to become the dominant political group. A year from now Timor will be an independent nation running its own affairs. UNO is then expected to withdraw while Australian troops, who are all doing a vital job in the dangerous border areas, will continue on for some time.

The challenges facing this small island nation are formidable and the country will need to develop a free market economy to encourage foreign investment. Infrastructure development should also be a priority. The East Timorese will also need to develop a strong work ethic if the country is to progress. The prospects of economic wealth when the Timor Gap energy flows estimated from 2004, should give the people hope for the future. The East Timorese have shown themselves to be a tolerant and resilient people who deserve the chance of a better lifestyle. We wish them well and in the time that we have left will be following their progress with great interest.

Coin Doig and I often spoke of the East Timor scene in the 1980s - 90s. We were both firmly of the opinion that Indonesia would never relinquish its sovereignty of East Timor and that some form of autonomy was as much as the people there could ever hope for. What a great pity that Colin, who was such a generous benefactor and a strong supporter of the East Timorese struggle for independence, never lived to see the day when East Timor celebrates it's new nationhood. God bless.

Jack Carey. 

